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Bringing culture to Laurier
Writer-in-Residence Joseph Boyden (centre) performs a First Nations travelling song to WLU audience.
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Human rights issue raised
Golden Hawks come home empty
A new rental bylaw that is set to 
come into effect in Waterloo on 
April 1 may be in violation of the 
Ontario Human Rights Code.
 It was announced last week that 
the Ontario Human Rights Com-
mission (OHRC) will be launching 
a public inquiry into the new bylaw, 
which will limit the number of bed-
rooms in rental units to three, im-
pose new regulations on the permit-
ted size of bedrooms and limit the 
allowed space between rental units. 
This bylaw, which raised a consid-
erable amount of protest from lo-
cal landlords when it was approved 
last May, governs rental houses and 
townhomes, but does not apply to 
apartment buildings. 
 “If it’s safe for me in my house 
that I own to have four children, in-
laws, brother-in-law, all living there, 
why is there a lower number permit-
ted in houses that are rented?” said 
Barbara Hall, chief commissioner of 
the OHRC. 
 “That would appear to be dis-
criminatory to large families or peo-
ple that choose to live together.” 
 Hall said that with the bylaw re-
stricting the number of people al-
lowed to occupy a rental home, there 
is the potential that it would be dis-
criminatory towards “families, large 
families, young people, low income 
people, people with disabilities, all 
the groups who are more likely to be 
renting than owning.” 
 Hall also said the OHRC will be 
looking into the motivation behind 
the contents of the new bylaw. 
 “If there are requirements, one 
would need to look at if they’re arbi-
trary because of a particular group 
of people, or if there was a function-
al impact,” she said. 
 “What’s the planning purpose? Or 
is the purpose related to stereotypes 
that one might have against particu-
lar groups, and that would end up 
being discriminatory towards those 
groups.” 
 An inquiry of this kind can either 
be implemented by a community 
member fi ling a complaint or the 
A dramatic shift in the structure of 
the Laurier Students’ Public Inter-
est Research Group (LSPIRG) may 
be coming, as students at Wilfrid 
Laurier University saw the appoint-
ment of a new board of directors 
at group’s annual general meeting 
(AGM) last Wednesday. 
The new board is severely con-
cerned about the current state of the 
organization, noting issues such as 
accountability and transparency.
“It was a great day for students 
on behalf of Laurier,” said Andrew 
Windrem, the external affairs co-
ordinator at the Wilfrid Laurier Stu-
dents’ Union and a member of Lau-
rier’s Campus Conservatives and 
Political Science Association (PSA). 
“My personal position is that ac-
countability was brought back into 
an organization to which had lost it.” 
As stated in LSPIRG’s fi nancial 
statement for the year ending in 
April 2009, $54,976 of their $113,885 
budget – which is primarily funded 
through student fees – went to em-
ployee wages. This marked roughly 
a $4,000 increase from 2008. 
In addition, zero dollars were 
allotted to outsourcing and to 
donations. 
According to Windrem, no up-
dated fi nancial statement has been 
provided since then. To him, this is 
alarming and that’s why he, along 
with some of his acquaintances, ran 
for the board. 
“[There was] failure on behalf on 
the auditors of that time, we do not 
have a current fi nancial statement 
for last year, but they said the num-
bers, to the best of their knowledge 
JUSTIN SMIRLIES
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR
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Preamble to The Cord 
constitution
The Cord will keep faith with its readers by presenting news and 
expressions of opinions comprehensively, accurately and fairly. The 
Cord believes in a balanced and impartial presentation of all relevant 
facts in a news report, and of all substantial opinions in a matter 
of controversy.
The staff of The Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical 
conventions of  journalism. When an error of omission or of com-
mission has occurred, that error shall be acknowledged promptly. 
When statements are made that are critical of an individual, or an 
organization, we shall give those affected the opportunity to reply 
at the earliest time possible. Ethical journalism requires impartial-
ity, and consequently confl icts of interest and the appearance of 
confl icts of interest will be avoided by all staff.
The only limits of any newspaper are those of the world around it, 
and so The Cord will attempt to cover its world with a special focus 
on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the community of Kitchener-
Waterloo, and with a special ear to the concerns of the students of 
Wilfrid Laurier University. Ultimately, The Cord will be bound by 
neither philosophy nor geography in its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of the press and 
freedom of speech. This obligation is best fulfi  lled when debate and 
dissent are encouraged, both in the internal workings of the paper, 
and through The Cord’s contact with the student body.
The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, with fear of neither 
repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose of the student press is to 
act as an agent of social awareness, and so shall conduct the affairs 
of our newspaper.
Quote of the week:
“I’m twitching and I don’t know if it’s because of the Raid or the rage.”
–Photography Manager Nick Lachance 
“It’s like seeing a panda bear.”
–Sports Editor Kevin Campbell re: seeing a hoooker
“My name is Gayle.”
–Web Editor Gayle Ryan, post-Wilf’s at production
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“Presumably yes.”
–Jeiran Eskandari 
Masters of behavioural 
neuroscience
“Yeah, I guess I feel 
safer.”
–Amanda Young 
First-year sociology
“I’ve never really felt 
unsafe, I can’t say it’s 
changed that much for 
me.”
–Matthew McNeill 
Second-year fi nancial 
math and accounting
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From the archives
5 years
Women crowned with OUA gold
When Laurier’s women’s hockey team planned to prove that they were the 
best team in Canada, no place was more appropriate than in our nation’s 
capitol. 
 Due to yet another provincial gold-medal performance in London the 
Hawks will hop onto a bus for Ottawa. 
 Laurier was pitted against Guelph in the semi-fi nals on Saturday, where 
they pulled out a “W” much to the relief of Head Coach Rick Osborne. 
 The fi nal match up would see the Hawks play the Queen’s Golden Gaels. 
The Hawks worked hard to get the ball rolling and ended the period with a 
3-0 lead and a fi nal score of 5-1.
 “We’re a tough team,” the coach explained, “[We] work hard and they get 
driven hard and they just thrive on that.”
 The Hawks need to maintain their composure as they set to square off 
against the fi ve best teams in the country. 
 To easily ensure a spot in the fi nals, they will need to notch wins in their 
games against Alberta and Ottawa. 
 According to Bevan, OUA Player of the Year, the task is clear. “We just 
know that we have to do what we did at provincials and we’ll be fi ne.”
Printed March 14, 2007
CORRECTION
In the Mar. 7, 2012 article “Double-bill of Comic Operas”, the name of the 
female lead in the performance of Gisela in her Bathtub was incorrectly pub-
lished as Karina Bay when in fact her name is Karina Bray. The Cord apolo-
gizes for the error.
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International Week of the woman
I am woman, hear me roar! These are the words you will be hearing through-
out the week as the world celebrates International Women’s Week. 
 Observed worldwide since 1908, this week is dedicated to the idea of 
community and the unifi cation between women and society. 
 WLU and the Women’s Centre are hosting a variety of events throughout 
the week. The week began on Monday with Part 1 of a communication skills 
workshop for women. Part 2 will take place the following Monday. As well 
performances from The Vagina Monologues, a play focusing on women and 
the issues they face on a day-to-day basis, took place on Friday March 1 and 
Monday March 4. 
 Wednesday the week continues with a “Clay Goddess Workshop” in the 
Fine Arts Studio. People are encouraged to have a good time with others 
who share the same thoughts on this idea. The Concourse will hold a cel-
ebration on Thursday full of learning and laughter as people try a drumming 
circle, paint and more. 
 The week comes to a close March 8, the actual Woman’s Day where peo-
ple will have the chance to refl ect. This year’s week has been given the name 
“Working in Solidarity: Women, Human Rights and Peace.” 
 It is important to mention that you do not have to be a woman to take part 
in the celebration, you just have to have respect and pride for women. 
Printed March 6, 2002
This Week in quotes
“It didn’t dawn on me that there would be a book 
called ‘Cunt’ in stores.” 
—Inga Muscio, author of Cunt: A declaration of independence
 Nick Lachance is nominated for 
Best Campus Photography and 
Justin Smirlies is nominated for 
Best Campus News Story. 
The Cord congratulates 
Nick Lachance and Justin Smirlies 
on their recent nominations in the 
2012 Canadian Community 
Newspaper Awards. 
“So I started looking at this going ‘wow, this is fascinating, is this what 
women go through? Because this is garbage!’” –Don Chapman, organizer of 
Lost Canadians,  on what women deal with compared to men
“That’s like asking me to choose my favourite child, or I guess my least 
favourite.” –Numus artistic director Glenn Buhr when asked which Beatles album 
was most challenging to perform 
“Either they are interested in human rights or they are interested in 
being complete idiots – but not both.” –Rhoda Howard-Hassmann, global 
studies prof at WLU, regarding Invisible Children and the Kony 2012 video
News Director
Justin Fauteux
jfauteux@thecord.caNews
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Waterloo Regional police have ar-
rested four Kitchener men in con-
nection with the string of armed 
robberies that hit the primarily stu-
dent-populated neighbourhood ad-
jacent to Wilfrid Laurier University 
in January and February.  
 According to Olaf Heinzel, pub-
lic affairs co-ordinator for Waterloo 
Regional Police Services (WRPS), 
the arrests took place between 
March 2 and 10, with the official an-
nouncement coming from police on 
Tuesday. 
 “We can’t get into the specifics of 
how police do their job but it was 
through thorough investigation, fol-
lowing up on leads, being very dili-
gent and vigilant in their investi-
gation,” said Heinzel of how police 
manage to track down the four men 
that were arrested. 
 The crimes in question occurred 
in five separate incidents just min-
utes from WLU. Three incidents 
happened on a weekend in early 
January — with two of the mug-
gings happening to the same victim 
— while the second two took place 
nearly a month later. 
 All the crimes had a similar de-
scription: a group of men approach-
ing a lone victim late at night and 
demanding cash, wallets and cell 
phones while brandishing a firearm. 
All five incidents took place in vi-
cinity of Albert, Hickory and Hazel 
streets just north of Wilfrid Laurier 
University. 
 According to Heinzel, police have 
learned that the firearm used in the 
robberies was a fake. 
 The four men facing charges have 
been identified as 19-year-olds Mi-
chael Ayalew and Zachary Johnston, 
a 17-year-old male who cannot be 
named as he is a young offender, 
and an 18-year-old male who was 17 
at the time of the robberies. All hail 
from Kitchener.
 “All of them are facing [charges 
of] robbery using a firearm and 
three are charged with using an 
imitation firearm while commit-
ting an offence,” said Heinzel. “The 
18-year-old male was charged with 
robbery using a firearm but not 
charged with using the imitation 
firearm.”
 Ayalew was in court Tuesday, 
while the other three accused had 
already had court dates and been re-
leased with further scheduled court 
appearances. According to Heinzel 
it is too early to tell the nature of the 
sentences the four men will be fac-
ing should they be found guilty. 
 “That’s a decision with for the 
courts and it depends on the cir-
cumstances,” he said. “It depends 
on whether the person has been 
previously charged, and those are 
not decisions police make.” 
 Under the criminal code of 
Canada, the maximum penalty 
for robbery with a firearm is life 
imprisonment. 
 Heinzel said that though the 
WRPS is hopeful they will be able to 
recover some of the stolen property, 
because most of what was taken 
was cell phones – which are likely to 
have been sold by now – and cash, 
returning what was taken seems 
unlikely.  
 “I believe one of the victims was 
contacted by the investigators and 
asked about it but unfortunately it 
doesn’t look likely that they will be 
able to get their property back,” he 
said. 
 As of press time, The Cord con-
firmed that at least one of the vic-
tims had been contacted by police. 
 With the supposed perpetra-
tors now facing charges, Heinzel is 
hopeful that tensions in the student 
neighbourhood will subside. 
 “We would anticipate that there 
were many people that were anxious 
about these incidents occurring,” 
he said. “We’re hopeful that with 
the announcements of the arrests 
and the charges it will make them 
relieve some of their concerns and 
make them more comfortable when 
they’re out walking around in the 
evenings.”  
justin fauteux 
NEWS DirEctor 
Four arrested for 
armed robbery
Kitchener men face charges after series of thefts
This year, through the help of Wil-
frid Laurier University Students’ 
Union as well as Laurier Student 
Public Research Interest Group 
(LSPIRG), some of the mental 
health issues at the forefront of 
student life have begun to be ad-
dressed. 
 Minds Alike, a student-led initia-
tive and a working group of LSPIRG, 
provides an open space for students 
to come together and share experi-
ences with issues of mental health. 
 “It’s new, we are trying to create 
a sort of community on campus for 
students who have experiences with 
mental health issues or the mental 
health system,” said Jay Harrison, 
founder of Minds Alike and gradu-
ate students at Laurier. 
 “It’s sort of a peer community, but 
the idea being that it’s a safe space 
for students who have those com-
mon shared experiences to come to-
gether and talk about what is impor-
tant to them,” Harrison added. 
 Harrison talked of the challenges 
that come with encouraging stu-
dents to talk about mental health. 
“It’s not easy because of the invis-
ibility of it, to connect with other 
students who have those experi-
ences. The idea was to have this as a 
space, a starting point to get people 
together.
 “It’s just that, you know, it’s hard 
to talk about mental health on cam-
pus with our peers. Even with our 
families, you know? The thing is, the 
experiences we have in common are 
more than just struggles we’ve had 
but the things that come along with 
that. Dealing with relationships, 
or the stress of school or just other 
communities.” 
 The role of mental health in stu-
dent life has in the past year become 
an important issue for WLUSU 
president and CEO Nick Gibson. 
Gibson has worked in partnership 
with WLUSU vice president of ser-
vices Miranda Priestman to sup-
port groups like the student mental 
health strategy group, a long-term 
initiative on campus.
 Priestman’s main goal is to meet 
shortfalls and close gaps in the 
needs of student mental health. 
 She has collaborated with the stu-
dent mental health strategy group 
along with counselling services to 
provide a variety of options to stu-
dents ranging from Student Con-
nect, a open space in the 24-hour 
lounge for students to unwind with 
board games and chat, to Peer Help 
Line’s external campaigns which 
help raise awareness on campus.
 Another on campus campaign, 
called Burst Your Bubble, wishes to 
create a welcoming community at 
Laurier that supports mental well-
ness by challenging its members to 
acknowledge and respond to the re-
ality of mental health issues and the 
role they play in society. 
 The campaign has vocal support 
from the larger university commu-
nity including Wilfrid Laurier Uni-
versity president and vice chancellor 
Max Blouw.
marcie foster
lEAD rEportEr
mental wellness 
spreads on campus
Rental…bylaw…
raises…concerns
OHRC looking into the matter inde-
pendently. According to Hall, in this 
case, it was the OHRC that raised 
the inquiry. 
 As the OHRC investigates the by-
law for potential human rights vio-
lations, city officials stand by the 
legislation they past nearly a year 
ago. 
 “We think we’re in compliance 
but we’re always happy to look for 
opinions,” said Waterloo city coun-
cillor Jeff Henry. “We’re always hap-
py for good advice. We try and take 
it as often as possible. We’re cer-
tainly looking for any good advice 
that they can provide after they take 
a look.” 
 According to director of bylaw for 
the City of Waterloo, Jim Barry, the 
OHRC played a considerable role in 
the formulation of the bylaw. 
 “We’ve been working with the 
OHRC for just about two years now, 
we spoke with them early in the pro-
cess to make sure we had a strong 
bylaw moving forward,” he said. 
 The public inquiry will be taking 
feedback from the public until April 
15, two weeks after the new bylaw 
is expected to come into effect. Ac-
cording to Hall, the OHRC’s recom-
mendations, should the situation 
call for them, will likely come out in 
the summer. 
 And as of now, the new bylaw will 
go ahead as planned. 
 “We’ve been given no indication 
that we shouldn’t go ahead and of 
course we’re going to because that’s 
what we committed to the public 
to do back when we passed this in 
May,” said Henry. 
 “The actual input for the inquiry 
doesn’t end until the second week 
of April. Our plans are certainly to 
move forward [with the bylaw],” 
added Barry. 
 Henry also stated that despite the 
initial protest in May, many of Wa-
terloo’s landlords have been eager to 
ensure they will be compliant with 
the new bylaw, as city-run informa-
tion sessions in February swelled 
with participation. 
 However, not every landlord is 
so willing to comply with the new 
restrictions. Some even feel it is in 
place to drive longtime landlords – 
particularly those that rent to stu-
dents — and residents out of the 
city to make way for private inter-
ests such as developers and the local 
universities. 
 “Basically, [the bylaw] bankrupts 
all of the landlords, because right 
now the average [student rental] 
house has five or six students,” said 
Paul Ellingham, a landlord who 
owns multiple rental properties in 
Waterloo. 
 “Under the new bylaw, those 
houses will become limited to three 
students …. Why is the city building 
five and six bedroom [apartments] 
everywhere if a house isn’t safe for 
more than three people?”
 Ellingham warns that the restric-
tions of the new bylaw have the po-
tential to drive up rent costs, making 
it less affordable for people like stu-
dents to rent in Waterloo.
 “This rental has everything to do 
with devaluing the houses and get-
ting the students out,” he said. 
 Hall stressed that one of the main 
objectives of the public inquiry is to 
look at the potential issues that may 
arise with the cost of renting under 
the new bylaw and ensuring it does 
not “reduce the options for afford-
able housing.”   
—cover
wade thompson viSuAl DirEctor
21-year-old 
robbed of cash 
and iphone at 
gunpoint.
Jan. 5
20-year-old 
robbed at 
gunpoint.
Feb. 10
22-year-old 
robbed of cash 
and cell phone at 
gunpoint.
Jan. 5
22-year-old male 
robbed of cash at 
gunpoint.
Jan. 7 20-year-old 
robbed at 
gunpoint.
Feb. 10
More News at thecord.ca 
wLUsU…restructures…vice…president…positions
Along with the newly restructured team, there will be a shuffle of current 
service Ecohawks and the Farmer’s market club, along with legal resources
–Marcie Foster
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Aboriginal Awareness Week  kicked 
off its second year at the Wilfrid 
Laurier University Waterloo cam-
pus this past Monday. Events will be 
running until Friday across campus 
and at the Aboriginal Student Cen-
tre located at 187 Albert Street.
Aboriginal Awareness Week was 
implemented to generate awareness 
of the Office of Aboriginal Initia-
tives, and all of the support services 
they offer for the Aboriginal com-
munity at Laurier.
Melissa Ireland is the Aboriginal 
student support coordinator at WLU 
and helps students on a daily basis 
with academic and personal coun-
seling, help with finding bursaries 
and offering a “holistic and welcom-
ing environment” for any student 
that desires it as well as many other 
things. She believes the barely year-
old centre — it opened in January 
2011 — offers students a “sense of 
community” which is what many 
students need when away from 
home.
“Aboriginal Awareness Week is 
meant to showcase and highlight 
aboriginal culture and people, and 
the current events happening within 
the campus community,” said Ire-
land. “[It’s] about sharing what we 
do with other people.” 
According to Ireland as well as 
Kandice Baptiste, Laurier’s Aborigi-
nal recruitment and retention offi-
cer, they planned the series of events 
for the week, with a goal of getting 
a broad representation of what they 
could get to come and share. Bap-
tiste was a student at Laurier, and 
in 2010 founded the Aboriginal Stu-
dents’ Association.
This year, Baptiste feels as though 
the week is a chance to “let people 
know Aboriginal people go here, 
and that their culture is strong.” She 
added, ‘It’s kind of nice when people 
react to the events we have; it gets 
their brains working a bit.”
This past Monday, Aboriginal 
awareness speaker Marcel Labelle 
was in the Quad and did canoe 
teachings, where he spoke and even 
showed the audience his talents in 
splitting wood. When referencing 
the larger canoe he stated, “A big ca-
noe builds community.” 
Lebelle is “a very prominent Me-
tis figure and even from the local 
community, but also known nation-
ally,” said Ireland. On Tuesday, the 
Aboriginal Student Centre opened 
its doors for a Soup and Fry Bread 
lunch, something that is run on a 
weekly basis.
This week, there will be a talk-
ing circle taking place at the centre, 
another weekly occurrence. As well, 
there is a comedy hypnosis show 
with Darren Thomas entitled “The 
Power of the Mind.” Thomas actu-
ally is a staff member at the Laurier 
Brantford campus, and did a show 
last year.  
Other upcoming events includ-
ing a Drumology session, a talk with 
Sheri Longboat (a Laurier grad) and 
a self care workshop. 
Samantha Kellerman 
StAff WritEr 
Students and faculty take part in Aboriginal Awareness Week activities in the Quad this week. 
Samantha Kellerman corD photogrAphY
Last week, many people, including 
numerous Wilfrid Laurier University 
students, latched on to a YouTube 
video entitled Stop Kony 2012. The 
video went globally viral in a matter 
of hours. 
Made by the group Invisible Chil-
dren (IC), the video aims to make 
the African warlord Joseph Kony a 
household name in order to spread 
awareness regarding the atrocities 
he has committed in Uganda. By 
using footage of IC leaders in Af-
rica and interviews with victims of 
Kony’s outfit, the video has been ef-
fective in encapsulating some of its 
viewers. 
Despite the large number of WLU 
supporters, there are many criti-
cisms of the video and IC. John La-
band, chair of the history depart-
ment, explained that the video is 
grossly oversimplified. 
“As a historian, as an Africanist, 
one of the biggest problems is that 
there is not wider context, or at least 
no contextualization, of Kony’s out-
fit,” he stated. “It is very simple and 
gets to people’s emotions and they 
respond .... This is what good pub-
lic relations (PR) or propaganda is 
about; that’s the problem.”
Despite the information in the 
video being severely compacted, 
many WLU students have taken it 
upon themselves to bring the “Stop 
Kony 2012” movement to campus. 
Colin Penstone, a first-year WLU 
student, along with friends, cre-
ated a Facebook event to ‘cover the 
night.’ This event is mentioned at 
the end of the video, and calls for 
all supporters to plaster posters of 
Kony’s face in public areas to raise 
awareness. 
Penstone hopes this event at WLU 
will help spread awareness regard-
ing Kony.
“One of the big things for me per-
sonally was that [if] this is happen-
ing in Uganda, which is a tiny prov-
ince in Africa ... it’s happening all 
over the world, and people need to 
be more aware,” he said. 
Samantha Sousa, another first-
year Laurier student, echoed Pen-
stone’s sentiment in stating that 
more people need to be aware of 
Kony and support IC in attempting 
an intervention. 
“It’s almost like conquering one 
thing at a time,” she stated. “I know 
a lot of people didn’t want to get 
involved because they were say-
ing there are so many injustices and 
things like that, but I think that’s a 
kind of naive way to look at it.”
Events that WLU students have 
put together include a ‘cover the 
night,’ a screening of the film and a 
possible lecture from some of IC’s 
leaders. 
However, some people are still 
wary about the information per-
petuation from the campaign, with 
one of them being Rhonda Howard-
Hassmann, Canada’s research chair 
in international human rights and a 
global studies professor at Laurier. 
“I wouldn’t give that organiza-
tion money,” she stated when asked 
about IC’s campaign against Kony. 
“Another thing is I would never give 
money to three young men who 
pose with weapons ... human rights 
should never be going around pos-
ing with whatever they were posing 
with [such as] AK-47s.”
She also stated that WLU stu-
dents should become more in-
formed with regards to this cam-
paign, and support more legitimate 
groups. 
“All the commentary says that 
Kony is no longer in Uganda, he’s 
in Sudan, his organization is al-
most defunct at this point,” she 
continued. 
Laband added onto Howard-Has-
smann’s concerns. “It does fit into 
what Laurier is about, but I do think 
students should think more carefully 
about it,” he said. “It’s nothing com-
pared to what’s going on in neigh-
boring states ... or malaria, which is 
a far greater killer than even AIDS.” 
Despite these criticisms, Pen-
stone and his friends plan on con-
tinuing with their efforts. But, ac-
cording to Howard-Hassmann, the 
IC needs to decide what 
direction their 
campaign is 
actually 
going. 
“Either they are interested in hu-
man rights or they are interested 
in being complete idiots — but not 
both.” 
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were in that same kind of ball park,” 
Windrem added. “The idea that 
you weren’t accountable with over 
$100,000 of students’ money is not 
right for the Laurier community, 
that’s frankly a fact.” 
“The fact is that students need an 
accountable organization and that’s 
where, any change of direction for 
LSPIRG will be,” he added. Students 
contribute around $20 a year if they 
are enrolled, but must go through 
an opt-out process to avoid paying 
that fee. 
LSPIRG has provided funds for 
many working groups such as Lau-
rier 4 Palestine (L4P), the annual 
Citizenship Conference and Glob-
al Studies Students’ Association 
(GSSA). In the past they have fund-
ed groups such as Anti-war at Lau-
rier (AW@L) and Free the Children. 
LSPIRG’s current executive direc-
tor Justine Dogbe declined an inter-
view with The Cord. Furthermore, 
a full list of elected directors for the 
current 2011-12 academic year was 
not provided though it was request-
ed from LSPIRG. 
“When I was walking around a 
couple of candidates they wanted 
to get their forms nominated, ac-
tually all of them, all of the people 
we asked, had no idea who LSPIRG 
was, so we told them,” explained Ian 
Merkley, the president of the PSA. 
“Yet they are members and they 
have to pay into it.” 
“And that’s just really too bad, 
there should be more accountability 
and there’s just not,” he added. 
According to Windrem, though 
informal discussion has revolved 
around the prospect of altering fees 
and the overall structure of the orga-
nization, the new boards of directors 
still see value in the organization. 
“That’s where I want to make is 
expressively clear, there’s zero ma-
licious intent, there’s nothing that 
we’re going to be doing out of malice 
to say, ‘we’re going to loot the orga-
nization, we’re going to burn to the 
ground’ and do anything like that,” 
he clarified. “There’s no intent in 
that.” 
LSPIRG has been an organiza-
tion that was separate from WLUSU 
since approximately 2005-06. An-
thony Piscitelli, one of the students 
who spearheaded the organization 
and a former executive director, 
wants the organization to continue 
providing its service to students, but 
he noted that criticism is healthy. 
“LSPIRG’s primary role was to 
enhance the academic environ-
ment, it’s to provide students to 
have an opportunity to ‘create bet-
ter world,’” Piscitelli said. “If there 
are concerns with the direction it’s 
taking, I hope the board will be re-
ally active and listen to the voices of 
the students and make sure organi-
zation is reflecting students values 
and is reflecting that student sup-
port in the capacity building of the 
organization.” 
He outlined that the annual Glob-
al Citizenship Conference – where 
the latest installment was held this 
past weekend — as one of those 
great opportunities for student lead-
ership building.  When organization 
was created, Piscitelli tried to veer 
away being a partisan organiza-
tion like so many other PIRGs are in 
Ontario. 
“We wanted to create a place that 
was really non-partisan, a place 
where students can work together 
to do projects that were a lot bigger 
than typical things that student can 
accomplish on their own,” he added. 
From Windrem, when the new 
board is finally put into effect in 
May, enabling transparency and 
accountability will be the plan.  
“There’s research that I can see go-
ing through LSPIRG I would be very 
proud as a Laurier student to see, 
such as reducing student debt issues 
in the community,” added Windrem. 
“If LSPIRG … happened to work 
in another capacity to address those 
issues, maybe in hand in hand with 
the external affairs committee, as 
a pooling a resources, I would be 
thrilled and honoured to work with 
LSPIRG on that behalf.”
—cover
New board claims 
to not be ‘malicious’ 
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Exposing aboriginal culture
Laurier students, faculty respond to Kony 
Activities, events held on the Waterloo campus until march 15
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Claire Charness, a fi rst-year student at WLU, will be attending the G(irls) 20 summit in Mexico this May.
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Participating in a global discussion 
WLU student to represent Canada at a summit in Mexico City 
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Charity Ball hopes 
for successful year 
“I’m hoping that next year they do the event at the 
Turret, it’s easier... people can just walk down the 
street and go to the event.” 
—Amy Hollinsworth, president of Chari	  Ball committee 
WLU in brief
First-year Wilfrid Laurier Univer-
sity student Claire Charness will 
have the opportunity this May to do 
something that the average student 
in Canada — or in the world — will 
never have the chance to do. 
As Canada’s only representative 
in this year’s G(irls) 20 Summit in 
Mexico City, Charness will engage 
in dialogue with 19 other young fe-
males of the G20 nations about 
women’s rights and education. 
“We get to do workshops, we get 
to meet people from all over the 
world, [including] leaders in eco-
nomics, law and basically learn 
about how to apply and use this re-
source, which is girls and women,” 
explained Charness, who added that 
she had to wait two weeks after she 
found out, until she announced she 
was chosen to outside world. 
“I think that was the hardest 
thing to do because you want to tell 
people but you can’t because they 
have to put out a press release and 
all those type of stuff,” she said. “I’m 
kind of calm and just going through 
all of this and taking this as it goes.”
The summit, which is held just 
prior to the G20 summit in the same 
city, allows the young adults to 
engage in discussion about how to 
increase the awareness of women’s 
issues across the world, and how it 
can be addressed in the policy mak-
ers of the G20 countries. 
Charness, one of hundreds of ap-
plicants from not only Canada but 
all G20 nations, had to submit a 
proposal on her thoughts about how 
society can better address human 
issues in her community. She even-
tually chose to write about the nega-
tive stereotypes and depictions of 
women in media. 
“We see more negative stereo-
types than we do positive ones. We 
don’t see a lot of positive role mod-
els, the covers on magazines with 
Lindsay Lohan and Brittany Spears 
and there isn’t a lot of positiv-
ity there,” she explained. “So what 
we’re kind of facing are decades-old 
stereotypes.” 
With issues such as these, along 
with totally different issues that af-
fect different nations, the young fe-
males will engage in a discussion 
to fi nd solutions. They will then 
present their fi ndings to some lead-
ers at the summit and once again to 
their respective leaders in their own 
nation. 
Charness is extremely excited 
for this opportunity and views it as 
a maturing process and hoping to 
learn a lot, but also contribute to it 
as much as she can. She noted that 
she wants to move into the fi eld of 
international human rights and re-
lations as a possible career choice 
post-graduation. 
“Funny thing is, I was afraid of 
public speaking before this. I would 
have never would have done any-
thing like this [before],” she said.  
 “My teachers have always said, 
‘your career fi nds you. If you don’t 
know what you’re doing your career 
fi nds you.’” 
“And they were right.”
“We see more negative 
stereotypes than we do 
positive ones.”
—Claire Charness, a WLU attending 
the G(irls)20 summit
Each year, Charity Ball throws an 
event that is different from anything 
else offered for students, but for the 
fi rst time it was on campus. The 
semi-formal event, held this year 
on March 9 in the Turret, hosted “A 
Candy Coated Extravaganza”— a 
themed night of dinner and dancing 
for students while raising awareness 
and money for a local charity in the 
Kitchener-Waterloo Region.
Funds raised this year are being 
donated to the Grand River Hospital 
Children’s Ward, to fi nance a new 
machine that will improve the qual-
ity of treatment for patients. 
Beyond their main semi-formal, 
Charity Ball holds between fi ve and 
seven events throughout the aca-
demic year to raise money for their 
designated charity, including Hair 
for Hope, which is happening this 
Monday in the Concourse. As well, 
they will also host a Dirty Bingo and 
a ball hockey tournament in con-
junction with AccessU. 
The semi-formal dinner, with a 
silent auction and DJs’ Dijon and 
System 21 spinning for the dance 
afterwards, made this year’s A 
Candy Coated Extravaganza a suc-
cess. With 247 attendees, the total 
revenue for the event, according to 
Amy Hollinsworth, the president of 
the project, is estimated at $6,819, 
with $2,819 being raised from the si-
lent auction alone that accompanied 
the ball.  
Mostly positive feedback has been 
received, noted Hollinsworth. 
“One girl came up to me and said 
she had been to Charity Ball for the 
past three years,” she explained. 
“And this was the most fun one 
….I’m really happy.”
Holding the event at the Turret 
created some pre-emptive skepti-
cism with students about the quality 
of the event, since it has been typi-
cally held at Bingemans. 
“I’ve honestly been getting a lot of 
good feedback,” Hollinsworth said. 
“I’m hoping that next year they do 
the event at the Turret, it’s easier… 
people can just walk down the street 
and go to the event.”
Campus clubs from the Wilfrid 
Laurier University Students’ Union 
allocated $450 to Charity Ball for 
their events this year, whereas his-
torically their starting budget has 
been zero. Staying within budget 
this year, and allocating most of this 
money to cover the cost of deco-
rations, has allowed for more of 
the ticket cost to be donated to the 
charity.
Tangible donations from local 
companies also helped to lower the 
costs of running the event. “The 
managers of the Turret and Wilf’s 
were just so helpful,” she added. 
 “We’re doing a lot better than 
I expected,” stated Hollinsworth, 
adding that the fi nal amount will 
be determined in April. “I said that 
we would raise about $4,000 for the 
whole year … I’m excited to fi nd out 
the fi nal number at the end of the 
year.”
Four years ago, Charity Ball 
raised only $159 while on a $30,000 
budget. According to Hollinsworth, 
prior to the main event, this year 
they have managed to raise approxi-
mately $4,500. 
To Hollinsworth, she believes it’s 
a step in the right direction. Char-
ity Ball, currently a campus club, 
has undergone many changes this 
past year, including their status as 
a campus club rather than a part of 
WLUSU. 
“[That] has been a risk, but I’m 
glad I took it,” said Hollinsworth. 
Laurier mourns Larry 
Agranove
On March 9, at the age of 83, retired 
business professor Larry Agranove 
passed away. He taught at Laurier’s 
school of business and econom-
ics for 17 years, from 1972 to 1989. 
Aside from his teaching career, 
Agranove accomplished much in 
his life including owning his own 
management consulting practice 
and serving on various corporate 
boards. A memorial service will be 
held March 15 at the London Club in 
London, Ontario.
– Compiled by Yvonne Lemieux 
Laurier archaeological dig 
to commemorate 200th an-
niversary of the War of 1812
From May 14 to June 22, a team 
of 20 Laurier students led by John 
Triggs, associate professor of Ar-
chaeology, will have an archaeologi-
cal dig at Fort Erie. “We could easily 
fi nd 10,000 artifacts,” Triggs said. 
The dig could turn up new discov-
eries and fi ll in missing gaps in his-
tory. This exploration is a part of the 
department’s fi eld school program 
and allows students to apply 
knowledge from class and 
understand the course better.
–Compiled by Yvonne Lemieux 
Laurier, along with other 
Ontario universities, face 
criticism for link to Balsillie 
and CIGI campus 
The Canadian Association of Uni-
versity Teachers (CAUT) hopes to 
censure three universities that have 
ties to a private think-tank that was 
largely set up by Research in Mo-
tion’s former CEO Jim Balsillie. 
WLU, along with the University of 
Waterloo and York University, is be-
ing criticized for its involvement in 
the Centre for International Gover-
nance Innovation (CIGI) and its ap-
pointment of international research 
chairs, which CAUT believes, ca-
ters to private motives rather than 
academic. 
This, they argue, may infl uence 
the quality and direction of educa-
tion and research at the institution. 
The union has notifi ed the three 
universities of their decision to 
present a censure for their executive 
committee to consider at the next 
annual general meeting on April 26. 
–Compiled by Justin Smirlies 
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Between March 11 and March 16, 
five students from Wilfrid Laurier 
University will be voluntarily sleep-
ing outside the Fred Nichols Cam-
pus Centre (FNCC) to raise aware-
ness about youth homelessness.
The 5 Days for the Homeless 
campaign started in 2005 at the 
University of Alberta with Laurier 
hosting its first event in 2008. This 
year marks the fifth time 5 Days for 
the Homeless has been at Laurier, 
and the campaign has maintained 
its goal of helping the homeless 
youth in the Kitchener-Waterloo 
region. 
“Our main [goal] is to raise 
awareness, we really want the stu-
dent body to realize that youth 
homelessness is still an issue,” said 
Katye Burkimsher, the public rela-
tions coordinator for the campaign.  
Along with drawing attention 
to this issue, the campaign will be 
donating all proceeds, including 
money and non-perishable food 
items, to two local charities, Kitch-
ener-Waterloo Reaching Our Out-
door Friends (ROOF) and Argus 
Residence for Young People. The 
campaign hopes to reach its goal of 
$15,000 worth of donations.
The five participants, Cameron 
Moorehead, Laiya Carayannopou-
los, Richard Reid, Olivia Montgom-
ery and Carolyn Hodgson, will be 
sleeping outside for five days, but 
are expected to attend regular class-
es and maintain their academics 
responsibilities. 
They are not allowed to use any of 
the campus facilities to shower, have 
no income and can only accept food 
that has been donated. They only 
have access to the clothes on their 
back and a pillow and blanket. 
“You can’t really expect any-
thing,” said Moorehead, when asked 
about his expectations of the five 
days. “Because you’re outside, any-
thing can happen at any moment, 
the weather can change in a instant, 
the amount of food coming in can 
change in an instant and that’s one 
of the issues of living on the streets 
that people face.”
The five participants were select-
ed after they went through a hiring 
process, and one of their require-
ments was to create an awareness 
video, displaying their passion for 
the campaign. “This is such an awe-
some campaign, it is youth helping 
youth and we can see change hap-
pening in our very own community,” 
said Montgomery. 
 “I want to show [the students] 
that there are other ways to contrib-
ute and other ways you can make a 
difference without necessarily emp-
tying your pockets all the time,” Ca-
rayannopoulos explained about her 
reasoning behind participating in 
this campaign. All five participants 
are visibly passionate about this is-
sue, as are the other volunteers par-
ticipating in the campaign. 
“People have … a lot of percep-
tions of homelessness and we are 
trying to break those barriers,” Bur-
kimsher said when asked about 
what she hopes this campaign will 
achieve.
katelyn Cullum 
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Students participating in 5 Days for the Homeless camp outside of the Terrace and the FNCC. 
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‘5 Days’ campaign kicks off
On Saturday, Wilfrid Laurier Uni-
versity hosted its sixth annual Glob-
al Citizenship Conference. This 
year the theme was ‘Unseen and 
Unheard’.
Krista Boniface, a student at 
WLU, was the volunteer coordinator 
at this year’s conference. 
“‘Unseen and Unheard’ worked 
so well because I think we’re really 
bombarded with social media and 
everything being so instant. What 
we tried to do with this conference 
is [to] really dig underneath the sur-
face value of an update or a status 
or something that we read in 150 
words on Twitter. It needs to be con-
versations we hold, and a discourse 
that we have. With ‘Unseen and Un-
heard’ it was a call to students and 
the community to engage with these 
issues and really reveal what’s going 
on under the surface,” she explained.
There was a global spirit to the 
conference with students, faculty, 
citizens and groups from Kitchener-
Waterloo presenting, attending and 
volunteering. Melanie Harvey, an 
intern at the Laurier Students Public 
Interest Research Group (LSPIRG), 
helped organize the conference. 
There were over 40 volunteers who 
helped organize and set up the 
conference. 
“A lot [of the people attending] 
were first and second-year students. 
We had a student doing their mas-
ter’s degree present and community 
members on some of the panels. 
Some of the panelists are students 
who are passionate about speaking 
about the subject with their profes-
sors,” said Harvey.
Laurier faculty members Edmund 
Pries, Alex Latta, Scott Slocombe, 
Atiana Guia, Christopher Alcan-
tara and Terry Mitchell presented 
workshops and spoke at panel dis-
cussions. Undergraduate and gradu-
ate students Mohammad Moniruz-
zaman, Melanie Harvey and Lulu 
Marcelino also presented their own 
workshops and were panelists at the 
conference. 
The workshops covered civil 
rights, Canada’s role in Chilean en-
ergy and mining, djembe drum-
ming, global living in a local set-
ting and migrants. The documen-
tary What Would It Look Like, one of 
many documentaries produced by 
the Global Oneness Project, was 
screened and followed by a discus-
sion. Three panel discussions were 
presented, with students moderat-
ing on the topics of sustainability, 
issues facing migrants to Canada 
and aboriginal identity. 
Some students were able to at-
tend the conference at no cost 
through a sponsorship from Lau-
rier’s dean of students, Leanne Hol-
land-Brown. “We went to the dean 
and explained what the conference 
was. [She was] really excited about 
it. They paid for 50 students to go to 
the conference,” Harvey explained. 
The conference ended with 
a keynote speech from Izzeldin 
Abuelaish. Sometimes referred to 
as ‘the Gaza Doctor’, Abuelaish is a 
medical doctor from Palestine, the 
first Palestinian doctor to work in an 
Israeli hospital.
He dedicated his life to removing 
barriers to peace after his daughters 
and niece were killed in Palestine. 
During his speech, he described the 
greatest threat to the world as injus-
tice: keeping quiet at injustice, be-
ing complacent and allowing people 
to be humiliated, segregated and 
dominated. 
“Education is the strongest weap-
on, it equalizes [….] You can do a 
lot, don’t underestimate the size of 
your action,” he said. 
merCy lamola 
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‘Education is the 
strongest weapon’ 
Students hope to raise awareness about homelessness 
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author Inga Muscio during a lecture at the University of Waterloo March 7. Muscio read from her novel Cunt: A declaration of independence. 
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Women’s day gets heated
International Women’s Week be-
came a controversy about “cunt” at 
the University of Waterloo (UW) 
after students hit administrative 
road blocks promoting and hosting 
events titled in honour of the word. 
Inga Muscio, author of Cunt: A 
declaration of independence, was in-
vited by the Waterloo Public Interest 
Research Group (WPIRG), in con-
junction with the campus Women’s 
Centre, to speak to students about 
issues of gender inequality. While 
Muscio’s address on the eve of 
March 8 – International Women’s 
Day – ran smoothly and saw a large 
turnout, for the organizing students 
the road to Muscio’s talk was a rath-
er bumpy one. 
Before the talk, UW student 
Brittney Baldwin explained to The 
Cord that a university staff per-
son, Ann Simpson, had prevented a 
group of students and Muscio from 
entering an empty room in the Stu-
dent Life Centre (SLC) for a work-
shop Muscio was scheduled to lead 
earlier that afternoon. 
Simpson, manager of the SLC, ex-
plained that the room the group was 
asking for was already booked by 
another campus organization. 
“They wanted a room opened, 
but the room was booked by some-
body else and the author got upset 
because there wasn’t anybody in 
the room,” said Simpson. “What she 
didn’t understand was that the room 
was booked for somebody else and 
they hadn’t shown up yet.”
Simpson then reiterated that 
she had no record of any booking 
requests — all of which are done 
through e-mail — from WPIRG. 
Baldwin  along with several other 
UW students who spoke to Simp-
son that afternoon, explained to the 
audience at the evening presenta-
tion that Simpson had told Muscio 
that she should be “embarrassed” by 
her book. Not addressing the claim, 
Simpson did response to accounts 
that the meeting became heated, 
stating, “I deal with all kinds of peo-
ple and [Muscio’s] approach to me 
was really assertive. I mean ... there 
was no sense of cooperativeness 
from the start.”
In protest of not gaining access 
to the room, the students got into a 
conga-style line — an event which 
they re-enacted at the evening pre-
sentation — and sang “cunt, cunt, 
cunt, cunt, cunt, cunt.” 
University police arrived in re-
sponse to this having received a 
complaint from a staff member in 
the SLC. 
According to Dan Anderson, di-
rector of police services, the two 
officers only briefly spoke to the 
students and things settled down 
immediately. 
Tammy Kovich, volunteer and 
programming co-ordinator at 
WPIRG later stated, “All of the 
women who were going to attend 
the workshop found an alterna-
tive space and actually the topic of 
that workshop became a little more 
practical discussion about dealing 
with misogyny on campus and deal-
ing with administration in response 
to International Women’s Week.”
Although she had yet to receive a 
formal statement from the SLC ex-
plaining why the original room had 
not been booked, Kovich did clarify, 
“These requests weren’t put in by 
WPIRG, our organization, but were 
put in by one of the student organiz-
ers for the event.”
The cause of the miscommunica-
tion in booking the space for Mus-
cio’s workshop had not been clari-
fied by any of the involved parties at 
press time. 
Prior to the booking confusion, 
posters promoting the evening pre-
sentation across campus were taken 
down by university administration 
because of the language it featured. 
Speaking on behalf of the UW 
Federation of Students (the Feds), 
vice president: internal Luke Burke 
explained that the problem with 
the posters was that they promi-
nently featured Muscio’s book title 
Cunt. “There were a number of I be-
lieve staff, faculty and deans that 
contacted the university that were 
concerned about this, women that 
were offended by the word,” said 
Burke. 
“The university decided that the 
posters violated policy 33 on ethi-
cal behaviour and told them that 
they weren’t allowed to post them 
any more, by they I mean WPIRG,” 
he added.
When it was finally time for Mus-
cio to speak, the lecture room was 
filled with enthusiastic supporters 
of her work. Introducing Muscio, 
Baldwin and UW student Zoe Miller 
addressed the patriarchal and pro-
life views they believe exist on cam-
pus with the examples, “Sit down 
and shut up and take down those 
damn rainbows” and “we can’t hear 
you over your uteri.”
Muscio, beginning her talk, re-
sponded to the attitudes the women 
face, stating, “It sounds like bully-
ing to me.”
“There are different kinds of bul-
lying in our culture .... There’s no 
real punishment for it.”
Trying to empower the audience, 
Seattle-based Muscio took on a 
more optimistic approach adding, 
“The time of the bully is ending... 
Times are changing.” 
Muscio continued her talk sharing 
personal stories, reading from Cunt 
as well as her second book Autobiog-
raphy of a Blue-Eyed Devil and taught 
practical skills for self-defence. 
linda givetash
EDitor-iN-chiEf
It’s not easy being green. 
In spite of the adoption of more 
sustainable practices by many busi-
nesses, finding financially prudent 
ways to implement these initiatives, 
while also ensuring they are appeal-
ing to upper-level management, can 
be a challenge. As part of a series of 
informative and interactive events 
taking place at different community 
locations, Sustainable Waterloo Re-
gion held a panel titled Financing 
Sustainable Projects on March 7 at 
Wilfrid Laurier University. 
While some analyzed the larger 
steps which need to be taken, Der-
ek Satnik, the managing director 
at Mindscape Innovations, a local 
companies that aims to provide en-
vironmentally and technologically 
advanced homes and business, em-
phasized some of the smaller steps. 
“Where can we start? We can start 
by understanding our own bills,” 
he began. “We can start by reading 
them properly. What do they really 
mean, where does our energy actu-
ally go?”
“Do all the smart, cheap stuff that 
everybody thinks is not exciting 
first, because it creates your bud-
get to do the things you are excited 
about,” Satnik continued. Sugges-
tions included changes as simple 
as having electronics operating on 
timers, dimmer lights or investing in 
water-efficient fixtures. 
Once a business is able to move 
on to more expensive or more 
innovative projects, it’s important 
not only to focus on maintenance, 
but also to keep looking forward. 
One way in which initiatives can be 
implemented over time in a finan-
cially feasible manner is through the 
revolving door model of funding. 
“And so that green fund revolves 
in a sense that as the projects that 
are spent earn back revenue or earn 
back offsets, then that fund gets re-
plenished and then there’s money 
there to spend on more,” explained 
Benjamin Janzen, the Stewardship 
in Action Advisor for the Men-
nonite Savings and Credit Union. 
“So that’s essentially setting an in-
ternal structure for your organiza-
tion that will be able to … do some 
sustainability.” 
 “It takes time to get to your 
ultimate level of a project where it’s 
actually institutionalized and it’s 
a life-cycle approach, and this can 
help with the revolving fund model,” 
added Laurier sustainability co-or-
dinator Claire Bennett. Bennett was 
able to provide a unique perspective 
due to the immense size of the fa-
cilities which Laurier encompasses, 
compared to smaller organizations. 
Having clear and open processes 
was also stressed by several of the 
panellists as an important aspect 
of creating and sustaining environ-
mentally-friendly policies. 
“Transparency is extremely im-
portant,” asserted Bennett. “Report 
as much as possible and engage 
yourself as much as possible.” 
As the president at Quarry Inte-
grated Communications, Ken Whyte 
was able to provide advice from the 
executive position. 
According to Whyte, an argument 
presented in favour of sustainability 
“comes down to a combination of 
heart and head.”
He added, “I think the important 
thing is when you’re setting your 
… way forward to see your leader-
ship, you’ve got to figure out what’s 
the lead argument within your 
organization.” 
He also noted that it’s important 
to be aware of the variety of ben-
efits that can accompany greener 
practices. 
Whyte concluded, “We have to 
appreciate that there’s going to be 
some intangible things we’re going 
to roll the dice on, and say hey, yeah, 
I hope it works out.” 
lindsay purchase
LEAD rEportEr
how can businesses successfully go green? 
Lecture by author inga muscio raises confrontation between students, UW
Waterloo
looks to 
the web
The City of Waterloo has joined 
Facebook, Twitter and created its 
own channel on YouTube. Now 
Waterloo will go a step further as it 
opens a blog to the public. 
 At the beginning of March the 
Waterloo opened a blog to spread 
city news and get citizens involved. 
The blog calls itself “hip” and “cur-
rent” and Gary Williams, the direc-
tor of communications for the City 
of Waterloo, guaranteed that this 
playful humour is what can be ex-
pected of the blog. “[It’s something] 
more down to earth, more conver-
sational, straight to the point really,” 
Williams said. 
 Unlike the “Mayor’s Blog” that 
never took off and eventually shut 
itself down, the City of Waterloo 
blog will work harder to be available 
to everyone in the city. 
 Already the blog features a sub-
scription option that will give peo-
ple the chance to have news sent di-
rectly to them. 
 “We already have over forty fol-
lowers and we just started,” said 
Williams. The subscription fea-
ture, along with Facebook adver-
tisements and tweets about the 
city’s new media outlet are quickly 
spreading the word about the blog. 
 The blog will focus on the news 
while trying to stay interactive, “The 
main goal of this blog [is to engage] 
the community and [tell them] 
what they want to hear,” Williams 
explained. 
 It will have occasional surveys 
and will always be open to com-
ments from businesses and local 
citizens. 
 The blog will feature special 
guests as time goes on including 
posts from Mayor Brenda Halloran 
and her council, department mem-
bers around the city and “down the 
road, [maybe] getting some guest 
bloggers from the university,” Wil-
liams suggested. 
 The city’s blog looks to “drop the 
corporate lingo” and work to get the 
news out without adding unneces-
sary commentary. 
 “This will be information that ev-
eryone will want to tap into,” Wil-
liams pointed out.  
 The blog will cover city news, up-
coming events and everything else 
the community wants to hear. 
yvonne lemieux
corD iNtErN 
city looks to inform 
community by 
joining blogosphere
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one
year
great
career
to a
postgrad.sheridancollege.ca
Thursday, 
March 1  | 6-8 pm   
You could WIN a $1000 Tuition Credit!
Sheridan offers 25 post-graduate programs that 
will prepare you for a career in business, 
management, communications, or digital media.
Get the rewarding job you want & shine brighter.
Your degree or diploma is a great 
foundation — now get the job-specific 
skills employers are looking for in as 
little as eight months. 
OPEN HOUSE
post-graduate
REGISTER ONLINE TO ATTEND OUR
Waterloo’s music scene leaves 
much to be desired in terms of a 
community.
 Paul Maxwell of Maxwell’s Music 
House is looking to reform this.  
“Being in a band at Laurier, I was 
always looking for somewhere to 
practice,” explained Maxwell.
 Maxwell’s Music House, located 
on King St. directly facing Wilfrid 
Laurier University’s campus, is a 
venue known for its exposure of up-
and-coming local acts. Some may 
not know the diversity of Maxwell’s 
musical endeavors, though.
 “We’ve always had rehearsal 
spaces since we opened Maxwell’s 
in 2008 but we never had a 24-hour 
access facility.”
 Noticing the problem of lack-
ing rehearsal space for local bands, 
Maxwell’s Music House is expand-
ing their Waterloo presence – with a 
24-hour, secure, affordable and ac-
cessible “jam space.” Located in the 
basement of the old LCBO build-
ing at the corner of Erb and Pep-
pler Streets, Maxwell’s Jam House 
aims to be in business by mid-April. 
“We’re looking at 15-17 jam rooms,” 
said Maxwell.
 “The idea behind the place and 
the premise of the new project is a 
24-hour rehearsal space and jam 
hall – where each band rents a space 
per month. You can leave all your 
gear there, there is secure swipe key 
access to get into the building, your 
own door key for each room and 
sound proofi ng throughout the en-
tire building.”
 Maxwell’s Music House has been 
a driving force in Waterloo’s musical 
community since its birth in 2008. 
 “We’re really trying to bring to the 
forefront our new vision at Max-
well’s – our new vision is music 
community and education.
 “We’ve had over 1,400 events on 
our stage and over 350 music stu-
dents,” said Maxwell. “We have nine 
part time instructors and we teach 
everything from voice, piano, guitars 
(bass, electric, acoustic), drums and 
we’ve recently added violin, double 
bass and cello.
 “Not only do we teach instru-
ments themselves, all the instruc-
tors have been taught to play more 
than one instrument. So, if your goal 
is to sing and play the piano, many 
instructors can teach you both — we 
also teach song writing, develop-
ment and stage performance.”
 With Maxwell’s Jam Hall, Max-
well continues to pursue the goal of 
creating a distinct presence within 
the region.  “We’re going to have 
yearly socials and are looking at 
putting on a festival in the future — 
so we’re looking to put together a 
community kind of feel. It’s more of 
a ’development center.’”
 Maxwell’s Jam House will boast 
competitive rates as well, making 
it a prime destination for student 
musicians. “The rates are going to 
fl uctuate — the cheapest per square 
ft. is $300 a month, the larger size 
rooms, which are quite big, are $600 
a month.”
 “We’re basically providing a pre-
mium service for a lower cost. You’re 
getting the extra heightened secu-
rity, lots of parking and accessibility 
to the school.”
 When Maxwell’s Jam House 
opens mid-April, it will mark a 
milestone in Waterloo’s musical 
history.
 “There is no 24-jam hall in Wa-
terloo. We’re going to be the only of-
fi cial one.”
Maxwell’s Music House, frequently hosts local bands’ show. Owner 
Paul Maxwell is now looking to give them a place to rehearse. 
NICK LACHANCE FILE PHOTO
“Our new vision is 
music community and 
education.”
—Paul Maxwell, owner, Maxwell’s 
Music House
A new space 
for local music
Maxwell’s Music House to open 24-hour 
‘jam space’ in Uptown Waterloo 
LIZ SMITH
ARTS EDITOR 
Auditions for the popular CBC tele-
vision show Dragon’s Den will be 
making a stop in Waterloo next 
week as part of a cross-country tour.
“We’ve done Waterloo for a few 
years now, and gotten a few great 
entrepreneurs from there, which 
is why we keep coming back,” said 
associate producer Priscilla Sreed-
haran. “And obviously being a uni-
versity town, we do draw quite a lot 
of student pitchers.”
The University of Waterloo’s 
Conrad Centre for Business, Entre-
preneurship and Technology will 
host the auditions. It is hoped that 
the location will help bring in a va-
riety of applicants, though it may 
hold an additional draw for young 
innovators.  
Sreedharan commented, “We did 
our fi rst student special this past 
season and we’re hoping to do an-
other one this year, so we’re look-
ing for as many student pitchers as 
possible, and that does include post 
secondary education.”
“It’s not the fi rst time [audi-
tions have been held there], it’s 
been going on for quite awhile,” said 
Howard Armitage, the founding di-
rector of the Conrad Centre. “I had 
people from the Dragon’s Den also 
come and they’ve given talks to our 
classes here, so that kind of cement-
ed a bit of the relationship. “
Armitage, who is also an ac-
counting professor with the Uni-
versity of Waterloo, emphasized the 
importance of providing programs 
and opportunities aimed at the de-
velopment of student entrepreneur-
ial skills. 
“Our future in this country prob-
ably rests more on being able to 
innovate and come up with new 
products and services than ever 
before,” he suggested. “The things 
that we traditionally do are being 
undercut by low-priced countries 
and different groups, so I think that 
our standard of living, if we’re go-
ing to maintain it, will depend on 
a group of young individuals with 
new ideas.”
However, Armitage also acknowl-
edged that “a very limited number of 
students” will likely pitch ideas, as 
the auditions are open to all ages for 
anyone in southwestern Ontario.  
Those interested in presenting an 
idea to producers are able to fi ll out 
an application in advance, or can 
also simply fi ll one out at auditions 
on March 16. They will be open 
between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m., but 
those interested should be warned 
that they will be received on a fi rst 
come, fi rst served basis. Sreedharan 
expects to see around 30 people 
throughout the day. 
Dragon’s Den is also looking in 
particular for innovative energy 
ideas for part of their Future Now 
competition. Three people will be 
selected for the special show, which 
will air on June 3. A $100,000-prize 
will provided to the winner by Shell. 
“So the idea is to move toward a 
more green way of living,” Sreed-
haran described. “It is a bit of a 
niche thing, but it’s interesting.”
On words of wisdom for poten-
tial applicants, she advised, “Come 
prepared. 
“We want to see visual presenta-
tions, we want to see dynamic pre-
sentations, so bring lots of energy. 
Because once you get past the pro-
ducers, that’s your ticket to see the 
dragons.”
Episodes for this round of audi-
tions should be airing fall 2012. 
LINDSAY PURCHASE
LEAD REPORTER
Dragon’s Den hits Waterloo
K-W in brief
Weapon makes  Cameo 
appearance 
A 22-year-old Toronto man is in jail 
pending a bail hearing Friday af-
ter being caught with a blank-fi ring 
pistol outside Cameo nightclub on 
University Ave. in Waterloo last 
Friday morning. Police were on the 
scene following a disturbance and 
found the man carrying a pistol. 
Kitchener ‘unliked?’
According to a source quoted in 
Monday’s Globe and Mail, rumours 
of Facebook opening an offi ce in 
Kitchener may be just that. Over a 
month ago, some reports seemed 
to indicate that the massive social 
networking site planned to acquire 
offi ce space in the renovated Bre-
ithaupt Block development across 
from UW’s Pharmacy School along 
King St. The source, said to be ‘close 
to the company’ denied that any 
such plan was in place. A former 
rubber manufacturing and auto 
parts plant, the century-old Bre-
ithaupt Block is being converted 
into offi ce space similar to that at 
the Tannery development nearby. 
–Compiled by Mike Lakusiak
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AU BComm student Teang
 Success. 
Being successful includes 
overcoming obstacles. If your 
schedule is getting in the way 
of completing your business 
degree, don’t let it stop you. 
Athabasca University’s Faculty 
of Business has the courses 
you need - online, without 
the obstacles.
Success begins at
www.business.athabascau.ca.
MONTREAL (CUP) — An im-
promptu and lively student protest 
against tuition hikes worked its way 
through Montreal’s busy downtown 
streets March 7.
The protest started at Square-
Victoria where urban studies stu-
dents from the Université du Québec 
à Montréal wrapped trees and other 
objects in the park in red fabric, a 
symbol of the student movement 
against tuition increases.
It soon turned violent when stu-
dents attempted to block the en-
trance of the Loto-Québec building, 
which also holds the offices for the 
Conference of Rectors and Princi-
pals of Quebec Universities (CREP-
UQ). CREPUQ’s offices were being 
protested due to its support for the 
government’s tuition hikes.
“[CREPUQ officials] are the 
first to waste public money in ad-
vertising and investing in real es-
tate firms,” said Association pour 
une solidarité syndicale étudiante 
spokesperson Gabriel Nadeau-Du-
bois on radio station 98.5 FM March 
7. Riot police quickly stepped in and 
removed the students.
“We were peacefully blocking the 
CREPUQ building. The police de-
cided to clear up Sherbrooke St. with 
a violence hard to describe,” said 
Nadeau-Dubois.
“It was really peaceful, except for 
when we were at Loto-Québec when 
the police set off flash-bombs,” said 
Noémie Roy-Gibeault, a student 
at the protest. Riot cops used tear 
gas to disperse the students, four of 
whom were injured as well as one 
police officer. The Coalition large de 
l’ASSE (CLASSE) an umbrella stu-
dent union representing over 80,000 
students, issued a statement late 
on March 7 reporting that a CÉGEP 
Saint-Jérôme student had been hit 
by a stun grenade in the eye from 
point blank range and had to be 
rushed to the hospital. 
According to a spokesperson for 
CLASSE, there is a strong chance he 
will lose sight in that eye from the 
injury.
“For the second time in two 
weeks, the police violently repressed 
a student protest,” said Nadeau-Du-
bois, referring to last week’s protest 
in Québec City, when police fired 
tear gas at students. “The police 
have to respect the students’ right to 
demonstrate.”
The Service de police de la Ville 
de Montréal (SPVM) arrested five 
students in total.
“They just charged into us. They 
were really brutal,” said Jean-Luc 
Wyman-Grimard, a student from 
CÉGEP Vieux-Montreal, whose 
student union has been on strike 
since Feb. 16. After leaving the Lo-
to-Québec building, around 600 
students marched through down-
town with the police following.
“Going from Square-Victoria to 
Loto-Québec, I’m pretty sure was 
probably planned, but the rest of it 
was improvised,” Wyman-Grimard 
said. “There was no real target; ba-
sically just moving around and stu-
dents deciding together that they 
want to act.”
After stopping for a few minutes 
in front of the education minister’s 
office, the students came back to 
Place-des-Arts Metro and dispersed 
onto separate metro cars.
Pierre Chauvin
ThE liNk 
Julian Ward
ThE liNk 
Student protest ends in violence
Follow us 
on Twitter 
@cordnews
simon liem ThE liNk
Canada in brief
Suspect in custody in 
University of Windsor 
stabbings
WINDSOR (CUP) — The suspect 
in a multiple stabbing outside the 
Thirsty Scholar pub at the Univer-
sity of Windsor on March 9 has been 
taken into custody at Windsor Po-
lice Service Headquarters. Emad 
Abdel Ben-Abdellah turned himself 
in on Sunday afternoon. The inci-
dent, which is suspected to be ran-
dom, took place at around 2 a.m. 
Friday morning. The university will 
be conducting an internal safety re-
view over the next few weeks. 
–Stephen Hargreaves, The Lance
Tori Stafford trial resumes
Terri-Lynne McClintic, who pleaded 
guilty in April 2010 to the first-de-
gree murder of eight-year-old Vic-
toria (Tori) Stafford gave testimony 
on March 13. 
 McClintic kidnapped the young 
girl while she was walking home 
from school in April 2009. She de-
scribed how, in conjunction with ac-
tions by Michael Thomas Rafferty, 
the pair abducted and murdered 
Tori. 
 Rafferty has pleaded not guilty to 
the charges against him, which in-
clude first-degree murder and sex-
ual assault causing bodily harm and 
abduction. 
– Compiled by Lindsay Purchase
Liberals call for Tory coop-
eration in Elections Canada 
investigation 
The Liberal Party is making records  
about calls made in last year’s cam-
paign available to Elections Canada 
as part of an investigation regarding 
allegations that some call centres 
were providing misleading informa-
tion to voters. 
 It is not yet known who is re-
sponsible for creating the robocalls 
which directed voters to incorrect 
polling stations. 
 Thus far, 31,000 complaints and 
concerns have been brought to the 
attention of Elections Canada about 
the election controversy. 
 The Liberals are encouraging 
the Conservative Party to follow 
their lead in cooperating with the 
investigation. 
– Compiled by Lindsay Purchase
Concordia fined for payouts
MONTREAL (CUP) — Upset by 
Concordia’s massive spending on 
severance packages for retiring se-
nior administrative staff, the pro-
vincial Ministry of Education will 
reduce the university’s funding by $2 
million starting April 1 of this year.
 “Concordia University has shown 
a lack of control and should face the 
consequences,” Québec Minister of 
Education Line Beauchamp said in a 
press release March 9.
 “Healthy management is syn-
onymous with transparency and 
efficiency,” she wrote in a letter ad-
dressed to Peter Kruyt, chair of the 
university’s board of governors.
 In the letter, Beauchamp ex-
plained that she was particular-
ly concerned about $3.1 million 
given to former Concordia presi-
dent Judith Woodsworth and five 
administrators.
 The university also paid $1 mil-
lion to Woodsworth’s predecessor 
Claude Lajeunesse.
– Riley Sparks,  The Link
thecord.ca
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Will Faulkner doesn’t appear noticeably different from your average 18-year-old. Shaggy brown hair, an oversized or-ange sweater and a fi tted hat – fi rst impressions tell noth-ing of Faulkner’s tumultuous past and ongoing struggle with 
homelessness. 
“On Christmas Eve, four years ago, my mother looked at me and said ‘I 
want ten bucks for crack, or get out,’” he began. “And you know, I didn’t have 
it, so I got kicked out.”
He has spent time living on the streets and in various shelters in Kitch-
ener and Toronto but is currently living in Hamilton, where he has managed 
to acquire a basement apartment. However, stranded in Kitchener with no 
money for bus fare, Faulkner was unsure if he would be able to get back in 
time to pay his rent.
“I’m a bit of a product of my environment but, you know, if I would have 
actually pulled up my socks … as soon as I hit the streets, you know, I 
would’ve been in a proper spot,” Faulkner acknowledged, sounding far be-
yond his years. “I would’ve actually had a life.”
“This is not a good life. It’s hard.” 
Faulkner has a history of drug use but has overcome addiction to drugs 
including methamphetamine and cocaine. 
“Stupidest thing I’ve ever done in my life was drop out of school,” said 
Faulkner, outlining his greatest regret. “I’ve closed so many doors. It’s so 
hard to fi nd a job with no schooling.” 
He stopped attending school at age 16. 
He continued, “A lot of people think ‘I’m just going to drop out of school 
and get a job, I’m going to get a place.’ I had that mentality and look where I 
am, in a shelter.”
In spite of regret for the past, he has goals for the future. Faulkner out-
lined, “Basically I’m going to use Ontario Works to pay my rent until I can 
fi nd a job and once I fi nd a job, I’m going to tell Ontario Works to take a 
hike.”
While living on welfare for extended periods of time is possible, he said, 
it’s not a means to a comfortable or easy life. However, fi nding a job has 
proved diffi cult and Faulkner has yet to after a year and a half of searching. 
Faulkner remains optimistic for the future in spite of the large obstacles 
he must overcome. “Not just hope, I know things are going to work out,” he 
concluded. 
Faulkner’s experiences with struggling to fi nd employment and consis-
tent shelter are not isolated incidences. His situation, while unique, con-
tains elements which are refl ected in the circumstances faced by countless 
others representing various demographics across Waterloo Region. Stig-
mas against age and stereotypes which infl uence perceptions of struggling 
youth provide them with additional barriers, but the overall problems of 
unemployment and inability to fi nd housing are characterized by a lack of 
support which extends across all ages and types of people. 
Particularly for those living in Waterloo, the extent of the problem of 
homelessness is not necessarily recognized, as it is not a highly visible is-
sue. And yet, in 2010, according to the Homelessness and Housing Umbrel-
la Group (HHUG) of Waterloo Region, 2,859 accessed emergency shelter 
services within Waterloo Region, for a total of 67,943 bed nights, meaning 
that some were without their own place to sleep for numerous nights within 
one year. 
These numbers do not account for people who have spent nights on 
the street or taken refuge with friends or family after losing their own 
accommodations. 
Why does this remain such a signifi cant problem in a region which ap-
pears to have a great deal of prosperity? The Cord set out to evaluate what 
efforts are being made and where more work is still needed in order to alle-
viate homelessness within Waterloo Region. 
Is a ordable housing available?  
Creation of and access to affordable housing is an uphill battle within the 
region. 
HHUG releases an annual report card detailing struggles and successes 
with housing stability in Waterloo Region. The analysis for 2010 indicated 
that while the number of households on the Community Housing Wait-
ing List did see a decrease, there is still high demand for affordable hous-
ing, particularly one bedroom apartments. Additionally, the vacancy rate 
decreased below the acceptable three per cent rate, meaning that less units 
were becoming available. Notably, efforts to improve these scenarios were 
made more diffi cult by rising infl ation and population growth. 
Laurie, a 50-year-old woman who is currently living in transitional hous-
ing provided by the Working Centre in Kitchener, has been searching for 
a place of her own since November. She gave up an apartment in hopes of 
fi nding one which had a better location and cheaper rent. Unfortunately, 
there is a limit to how long she can remain in transitional housing, putting 
her in a very risky situation.  
“I’m on the hunt for a better place to live that I can afford. And it is not 
easy,” Laurie explained. “Especially a quality place of your own. It’s more 
sharing with people you don’t know. It’s about all there is out there.”
She continued, “All I see going up are expensive condos, people getting 
squeezed out.”
“It’s like if you’re down at the bottom, ‘so what?’” 
Amber Fitzgerald is the housing services co-ordinator for Lutherwood, 
a local not for profi t which provides a variety of supports, from health to 
housing. Wait lists, she said, can be up to six or seven years for many people 
looking for one bedroom accommodations. 
“There’s a lot of singles [receiving Ontario Works] that we see in the work 
that I do, and all they can afford is shared accommodation based on the in-
come that they get,” Fitzgerald noted. “Having more community housing 
that’s built for one bedroom housing gives them the option.”
Options are highly restricted for those who are at risk of or struggling 
with homelessness. In 2010, a single person on Ontario Works was provid-
ed a monthly shelter allowance of $368, which falls far short of the average 
market rent of $589 for a bachelor apartment. Additionally, quality choices 
are further limited, as lower income housing often is less well maintained 
and in inferior locations than more expensive accommodations. 
Jo-ann Vasselin, the HHUG initiatives coordinator for Lutherwood, 
maintained, “If they don’t feel comfortable and safe in it, they don’t have to 
take it. And we feel that’s their right as a human being.” Safety is one of sev-
en qualifi cations outlined by the region that an individual has the right to 
when determining the adequacy of housing. It includes accessibility, afford-
ability and proper maintenance, among other components. 
While the general consensus seems to indicate satisfaction in how the 
region is dealing with issues of homelessness, the problem still exists, and 
supports are almost certainly constrained by limited funding. 
Geoff Nelson, a psychology professor at Wilfrid Laurier University who 
has done extensive research on homelessness, attributes much of the short-
age in housing to a lack of support from upper levels of government. While 
it was once a federal responsibility, Nelson said the government has “start-
ed to download it to the municipalities. So there’s a period of time in which 
there was very little low income housing, or supportive housing that was 
created.” 
While he commended the region for its efforts, Nelson asserted, “The 
problem it faces is that it needs the fi nancial assistance of higher levels of 
government, like outside of the region. It needs the federal government and 
the provincial government to create better opportunities for housing. That’s 
what they’re waiting for.”
Complicating factors 
While perceptions that the homeless community consists only of individu-
als with extreme mental illness can be countered as myth, mental health is-
sues are a very real concern for many experiencing homelessness. Without 
proper support, some in the population are vulnerable and can experience 
additional problems with accessing or maintaining housing. 
“All of these issues that are barriers for the homeless population in gen-
eral are then compounded by those that have a mental health issue,” said 
ROOF (Reaching Our Outdoor Friends) executive director Sandy Dietrich-
Bell, whose work specifi cally addresses problems faced by youth. 
Her experience has lead her to believe that a great deal of mental illness 
in youth is undiagnosed, which makes it diffi cult to provide them with ad-
equate assistance. 
“The youth themselves often don’t understand their own mental health 
issue,” Dietrich-Bell suggested. “There’s a real stigma, especially for youth, 
around a mental health diagnosis, so some avoid it or deny it.” 
Amanda Thomas has accessed the services of ROOF in the past and con-
tinues to spend time at the organization, although she currently has stable 
accommodations. Thomas, 25, suffers from ADD, ADHD and ODD [Op-
positional Defi ant Disorder]. This has contributed to her struggles with 
sporadic homelessness, which began when she was 19, due to diffi culties in 
maintaining relationships with landlords and family members. 
“We need to talk about it more. We need to get it out in the open,” re-
marked Thomas on ways in which greater assistance can be provided to 
people with mental health issues. “It’s something that’s rarely talked about 
and people are just really starting to understand it more.”
One model which is currently being implemented in fi ve major Cana-
dian cities with the support of federal funding and under the direction of the 
Mental Health Commission of Canada is the Housing First initiative. Advo-
cates for this approach believe that mental illness can only be dealt with in 
an effective manner once an individual has a reliable housing situation
“It’s a recovery philosophy that’s used as well, so it believes that people 
with the proper support can improve, get well, do better in their lives,” said 
Nelson, explaining how those who are housed are also provided with re-
sources to help them appropriately address mental illness. 
Ron Flaming, the program director of residential services at local organi-
zation House of Friendship reiterated, “I think the solutions are around pro-
viding housing that includes supports. Bricks and mortar are not enough.”
Dietrich-Bell believes that a “housing too” model, meaning accom-
modations with additional assistance, is particularly critical for younger 
demographics. 
“Unlike an adult, if you fi nd an apartment for a youth and you stick them 
in there and give them nothing else, you’re setting them up to fail,” she 
argued. “They don’t have the cognitive maturity, they don’t have the skills, 
to necessarily maintain that apartment even in terms of cleanliness and 
self-care, but even other issues around landlord negotiations and that sort 
of thing.” 
Getting everyone on the same page
Waterloo Region does have a number of initiatives in place to help deal with 
homelessness, from multiple shelters to food programs to employment and 
housing services to assist those in need.
In 2007, the region released a document titled “All Roads Lead to Home: 
A Homelessness to Housing Stability Strategy for Waterloo Region” which 
aimed to both educate and improve efforts to combat homelessness. The 
report included eight action areas with multiple goals outlined within each 
that have been tracked through yearly progress reports. The majority of 
aims were realized by the time the 2010 fi nal report was released. 
However, while regional government may demonstrate apt appreciation 
for the depth of this issue, it is questionable whether the public has achieved 
the same grasp. 
“I think agencies are well aware, I think the region is well aware. When 
you’re talking about the general population, maybe not,” said Fitzgerald. 
A number of misconceptions and stigma surround homelessness and 
who are experiencing it. Common assumptions often include stereotypes 
such as notions that all homeless people are lazy, have substance abuse 
problems, have criminal pasts and things of that nature.  
Dietrich-Bell feels that the population remains “fairly ignorant” to the re-
ality of homelessness. 
“People are narrow-minded about homelessness and very judgemental 
and biased about it, thinking that they understand it and they really don’t 
understand the real depth of the issue and the real root causes around it.”
But no one understands better the extent of homelessness than those 
who have experienced it fi rst-hand. 
“Honestly, the reason why I think people judge is because they have no 
idea what it’s like,” said Faulkner, adding that he has been spit at and sworn 
at while asking for change. 
However, some efforts are being made to address this. 
“Is the general population aware of it?” asked Vasselin. “I feel for the 
most part they’re not, but I feel too there’s action taking place that’s chang-
ing that.”
Advocacy groups such as HHUG continue to work towards educating the 
public, and local initiatives such as Strip the Streets, an awareness cam-
paign undertaken by high school students, demonstrate that there is a com-
mitment to overcoming the ignorance toward homelessness in the region. 
“What I think I’d like to educate the community more about would be the 
full supports that it takes to really deal with the issue and eliminate home-
lessness, that it’s not a really simple kind of an issue,” concluded Flaming. 
“It’s complex, but it’s something that just takes respecting each person and 
providing them with supports they need.”
Putting a face to       omelessness 
Lead Reporter Lindsay Purchase hears the stories of people a
 ected by homelessness in Waterloo Region 
and explores the issues involved, getting perspectives from those a
 ected most
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understand the real depth of the issue and the real root causes around it.”
But no one understands better the extent of homelessness than those 
who have experienced it fi rst-hand. 
“Honestly, the reason why I think people judge is because they have no 
idea what it’s like,” said Faulkner, adding that he has been spit at and sworn 
at while asking for change. 
However, some efforts are being made to address this. 
“Is the general population aware of it?” asked Vasselin. “I feel for the 
most part they’re not, but I feel too there’s action taking place that’s chang-
ing that.”
Advocacy groups such as HHUG continue to work towards educating the 
public, and local initiatives such as Strip the Streets, an awareness cam-
paign undertaken by high school students, demonstrate that there is a com-
mitment to overcoming the ignorance toward homelessness in the region. 
“What I think I’d like to educate the community more about would be the 
full supports that it takes to really deal with the issue and eliminate home-
lessness, that it’s not a really simple kind of an issue,” concluded Flaming. 
“It’s complex, but it’s something that just takes respecting each person and 
providing them with supports they need.”
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THE MOST TRUSTED NAME IN CANADIAN SELF-STORAGE
50 OTTAWA STREET SOUTH, KITCHENER, ONTARIO N2G 3S7
519-584-7867
www.accessstorage.ca
 
Student Storage Specialt t t r  i l
5 x 5 Storage Locker
starting from $51.00
Free Move In Van
 Store When You Want To with 24 Hour Access
Video Surveillance
Secured Units to Protect Your Valuables
Valued Packed Boxes And Moving Supplies
Easy Access for Loading Without the Strain
Climate Controlled
Safe, Modern and Secure Self-Storage
Acclaimed Canadian author Joseph 
Boyden paid a visit to Wilfrid Lauri-
er University last week as part of the 
Writer-in-Residence program.  
 The program, established last 
year, invites notable Canadian au-
thors to stay at Laurier for a week 
to participate in book signings, lec-
tures and, in the case of Joseph Boy-
den, a private session with a com-
mitted group of readers.
 Laurier Reads Boyden (LRB) is a 
campus club sponsored by the offi ce 
of Deb MacLatchy and organized by 
Tanis MacDonald and Ute Lischke 
of the English department. 
 LRB had read Boyden’s nov-
el Through Black Spruce and dis-
cussed the work at their bi-monthly 
meetings. 
 Lawrence Hill, the guest author 
from last year’s installment, penned 
the novel The Book of Negroes. Of the 
book, MacDonald explained, “I had 
a course that fi t perfectly into teach-
ing that book, so when he came here 
I had a perfect audience.” 
 With no course offering Boy-
den’s novel in 2012, MacDonald and 
Lischke formed LRB.
 One of the biggest surprises for 
the professors was the diversity of 
the interested parties. “We were 
surprised that there was such an ap-
petite across all disciplines,” stated 
MacDonald.
  Individuals from all fi elds of 
study made up the group: approxi-
mately 70 members strong. This 
number included fi rst years, profes-
sors, employees of the university 
and alumni.
 Guest speakers joined LRB in 
their bi-monthly meetings to dis-
cuss aspects of the novel that related 
to their own lives. 
 Boyden’s novel focuses on na-
tive culture in Northern Ontario, so 
many of the guest speakers had na-
tive background as well as Boyden 
himself, who is of native descent.
 Following a fundraiser dinner 
held in Boyden’s honour on Wed. 
March 7, the author led a private 
session with the LRB group. 
 He mainly answered questions 
that the group had prepared ahead 
of time but also read from the book 
and told stories of his past. After-
wards, he signed copies of the novel. 
Boyden also had an open lecture to 
the general public.
 When asked what he was 
expecting from LRB, Boyden 
laughed, “A much smaller group.” 
 The author explained that he was 
“honoured and impressed” by the 
attention and focus of the group.  
Deeply humbled by the praise he 
received, Boyden stated, “I grew 
up with 11 brothers and sisters. I’m 
still getting used to the idea of being 
in front of people without being in 
trouble.”
 Members of LRB spoke of the 
presentation and how they felt 
about the experience.
  Undergrad student Eva Lolle, 
pleased with how the club had 
helped in her classes, said, “We did 
colonialism in class, which I’m very 
interested in.”
 “There were a lot of connections.” 
Shara Spencer, a staff member at 
Laurier stated, “I certainly got a dif-
ferent perspective from being in the 
group ... being able to talk to peo-
ple with different perspectives and 
backgrounds really helped me read 
the book.”
 Ultimately, Boyden’s involvement 
with the LRB had positive outcomes 
for the involved patrons.
  MacDonald and Lischke plan to 
keep the club and tradition alive in 
coming years. 
We all remember the obnoxious and 
sexually-charged high school bully 
“Stifl er,” made infamous by the 1999 
hit comedy American Pie. Now, he’s 
back and looking to dish out the 
pain again — this time, on skates. 
Goon, written by Canadians Jay 
Baruchel and Evan Goldberg, is 
based on the novel Goon: The True 
Story of an Unlikely Journey into Minor 
League Hockey, penned in 2002 by 
Adam Frattasio and Doug Smith. 
Michael Dowse of Fubar fame 
manned the director’s chair on the 
fi lm. 
 The highly anticipated Canadian 
hockey fl ick Goon stars Sean Wil-
liam Scott as Doug Glatt in the true 
hard-knock story based on the life 
of Doug Smith — the former pro 
who pursued major league dreams 
despite the fact that he didn’t strap 
on skates until the age of nineteen.  
 Glatt is introduced to the fi lm as 
a bouncer looking for a place to be-
long with his Ivy League educated 
parents and recently out of the clos-
et, soon to be doctor brother. 
 Fortunately, opportunity comes 
calling at Glatt’s door. While on the 
ice, he punches out a player escaped 
from the penalty box, about to attack 
his friend Ryan, played by Canadian 
funny guy Jay Baruchel, following 
some potty-mouthed comments 
from the peanut gallery. 
 During the altercation, the coach 
of the opposing team notices Glatt’s 
talent with the fi sticuffs and gives 
him a long awaited place to fi t in — 
the rink. 
 The only difference between this 
and his job as a bouncer is he’s now 
enforcing on the ice. The immedi-
ate comparison that comes to mind 
with a fi lm like Goon is the hockey 
cult-classic Slapshot (1977) starring 
the late Paul Newman. 
 But if you’re looking for a new 
take on the story of a hard-nosed 
hockey club with a little bit of heart, 
prepare to sacrifi ce a tooth, because 
Goon isn’t for the faint of heart.  
 With Goon, the viewer is privy to 
more blood, goals, fl air, heart and 
ultimately, an abundance of the Ca-
nadian essence that has made hock-
ey fans want to lace up the skates for 
centuries to hit the pond for a game 
of shinny. 
 In Slapshot, the home team suc-
ceeded by brutally beating challeng-
ers to a pulp every chance they got.  
 In Goon, the story revolves around 
the team’s reliance on Glatt to pro-
vide a spark by dropping the gloves 
— but the team doesn’t win through 
the utter force of a punch; rather, 
through the brotherhood that the 
fi ghts stand for. 
 He may hardly be able to skate 
and a far cry from the team’s most 
skilled player, but when it comes 
down to it, Glatt’s character speaks 
to the necessity of an “enforcer” for 
team spirit and morale.
 When all is said and done, the 
blood spilt and the teeth split, Goon
is a fantastic movie because it shows 
the pain required to win the big 
game, while also showing the inevi-
table glory a team experiences when 
every piece of the hockey puzzle fi ts 
together — and that’s just the Cana-
dian way.
ANDREW SAVORY
STAFF WRITER
SPENCER DUNN 
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Writer-in-Residence speaks to campus club
Canadian author Joseph Boyden visits Wilfrid Laurier, addresses club with diverse demographic 
Writer-in-Residence Joseph Boyden speaks to Wilfrid Laurier club.
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Vulgar, crude, totally 
Canadian hockey
Jay Baruchel and Evan Goldberg share writer’s credit on Goon
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Imagine: it is July 2009 and you are 
in Tehran, the capital city of Iran. 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad receives 63 
per cent of the vote; the election has 
been stolen. Iranians do not need 
international monitors to tell them, 
that much is obvious. 
 As you look out your window, a 
crowd three million strong begins to 
take to the streets to show their an-
ger and desire for a voice that will be 
heard. 
 Crowds fill the streets and fill 
Freedom Square, but there is no 
freedom left in Iran. The crackdown 
is swift and brutal. So many go 
missing, too many to keep track of. 
How do you find just one? How do 
you find your son, Mehdi?
 Zahra’s Paradise is a bold fictional 
comic built on a framework of real 
life experiences. Iranian expatriate 
Amir and Algerian-born Kahlil, who 
only use their first names for protec-
tion, watched hundreds of YouTube 
videos and read dozens of blogs 
flowing out of Iran in order to pro-
duce the basis of their comic. 
In the events of the narrative, nine-
teen-year-old Mehdi has gone 
missing; his mother Zahra and older 
brother Hassan are faced with the 
daunting task of pursuing the truth 
of what exactly this means. 
 The story, told through the lens 
of Hassan’s blog, shows him sifting 
through hospitals, morgues, gov-
ernment bureaucracy and deep into 
the secret underbelly of the Islamic 
state to discover the truth about his 
missing brother.
 Meaning in Zahra’s Paradise is mul-
tilayered. The novel seeks not only 
to condemn the Islamic republic 
for its continuing crimes against its 
own people, it also introduces the 
reader to the vibrant culture that ex-
ists outside of Western conceptions 
of Iran. 
 Throughout the story, explana-
tions are provided in the margin 
about Islamic culture so the full 
meaning of referenced events can be 
attained. The novel’s title also con-
sists of multiple meanings. Zahra’s 
Paradise is both a place of sorrow and 
of peace.
  It refers to the massive graveyard 
adjacent to Tehran — and it is also 
the name of Mehdi’s mother, Zahra, 
on a journey to reclaim her personal 
paradise, alive in her two sons. 
 Further,  Zahra’s Paradise is the 
name of Hassan’s blog, the only 
place he is truly free to voice his 
opinion about the events transpiring 
around him.
 Following the end of the novel, 
the afterward is filled with addi-
tional information about Iran’s rich 
history since the 1979 revolution, as 
well as relevant information relating 
to the protests of 2009.  
 Amir and Kahlil have taken great 
length to ensure their readers will 
not simply take their fiction as pure 
fact or journalism. Most powerfully, 
the final 13 pages contain the Omid 
memorial: a collection of the 16,901 
individuals killed by the Islamic Re-
public since 1979.
 With a compelling, well written 
storyline and powerful illustrations, 
Zahra’s Paradise is a worthwhile read 
for any comic enthusiast.
  The reach of the story extends 
past this small community, as the 
message of compassion, truth and 
justice for an oppressed people is 
universally understood.
nick lachance
pHotogRApHY MANAgER
Genn Buhr thought he was just go-
ing to watch one of his former stu-
dents play with a local band, but 
what he got was an idea. 
 It was November of 2010 and lo-
cal ‘60s-inspired group the Urban 
Monks were performing the Beatles’ 
White Album, in its entirety, at the 
Button Factory in Kitchener. That’s 
when Buhr’s wheels started turning. 
 “I was so floored by what I saw,” 
said Buhr, a professor of composi-
tion in Wilfrid Laurier University’s 
music department. 
 “Just by watching these guys 
piecing the music together on their 
own I saw it as how the Beatles cre-
ated their music and I thought ‘this 
is very interesting'. I want my stu-
dents, I want my patrons to know 
this.” 
 And that was when Buhr de-
cided his local music society, Nu-
mus, would team up with the Ur-
ban Monks to put on the last eight 
Beatles albums live, “note-for-note.” 
All the Urban Monks had to do was 
learn about 81 Beatles songs.
 “The idea of trying to replicate 
those performances note-for-note 
was daunting for sure,” said Urban 
Monks frontman Pete Oldridge. 
“The Beatles were so skilled at what 
they did, but I know these songs 
pretty well, because I’ve been ob-
sessed with the Beatles since I was 
15.” 
 The Waterloo-based Urban 
Monks, made up of Oldridge (who 
graduated with a master’s of social 
work from Laurier last year), Dave 
Neigh, Johnny Sauder and Ryan 
Kimmich, were joined in their per-
formance by an orchestra and choir 
comprised primarily of Laurier 
students. Eight albums and four 
shows later, Buhr feels they accom-
plished something special. 
 “There is some deep quality in 
this music and it’s worth bringing 
out,” he said. 
 “Everyone seemed to leave really 
really happy and they looked at the 
music from a different perspective. 
And that’s the kind of respect I have 
for this music and I was hoping to 
pass on.” 
 On March 9, at the final concert of 
the series, Numus performed Abbey 
Road and Let It Be at Kitchener’s Con-
rad Centre. 
 This show was the most highly 
attended of the four performances, 
including Rubber Soul, Revolver, Ser-
geant Pepper, Magical Mystery Tour and 
the White Album. 
 With the success of the Beatles 
series, Buhr hopes to raise Numus’s 
exposure in K-W. 
 “We’re mandated to try and bring 
very interesting, experimental mu-
sic out of the shadows and put it in 
front of an audience and the Beatles 
really don’t need that,” said Buhr 
who is both the artistic director and 
general manager for Numus. 
 “I might get my knuckles rapped 
by our subsidiaries but I think Nu-
mus needed it. We needed a shot in 
the arm to show the audience what 
we were doing and get them curious 
about what else we do.” 
 Next up for Numus will be a fund-
raising show on April 12 at Huether 
Hotels’ Jazz Room. The show will 
feature a jazz cabaret, the Pend-
erecki String Quartet and the Ur-
ban Monks playing the best of the 
Beatles. 
 The Urban Monks will also be 
teaming up with Buhr’s band for a 
series of concerts featuring the mu-
sic of Bob Dylan. 
Jay Ferguson has taken interactive 
fiction to a new level.
 Ferguson, the creator of web se-
ries Guidestones, feels that he has 
revamped the viewing experience 
for the public, and not just through 
the gripping adventure in the story, 
which centres around two journal-
ism students attempting to uncover 
details of an unsolved murder.
 “As they do so, they uncov-
er a global conspiracy that takes 
them around the world,” Ferguson 
explained.
 What separates Guidestones from 
traditional TV and web series is its 
real-time format. “You sign up with 
your e-mail address and you get 
alerts as the adventures unfold,” said 
Ferguson. “The story takes place 
over three weeks, so if something 
happens in the middle of the night, 
you get an alert in the middle of the 
night ... You can watch it then, or 
watch it later.”
 Though Ferguson has a back-
ground creating more traditional 
media content, he became intrigued 
about creating web-exclusive con-
tent several years ago. “At first I 
thought it was just shorter-form ep-
isodes of television,” he explained.  
 “But then as I looked deeper and 
deeper into it, I found [...] online 
viewership is different. It wants to 
be more active and proactive.”
 Ferguson remarked that readi-
ly-available content has become a 
commodity in the online world. “We 
know that audiences, including my-
self, are like, ‘I wanna watch this, 
and I wanna watch it now.’”
 Wanting to capitalize on the pow-
er of tools such as Google, Ferguson 
declared, “We thought if we made it 
a little bit more interactive, it might 
make it more fun for people to get 
involved.”
 Through supplementary videos 
and web sites created by the Guide-
stones team, Ferguson and his crew 
have created an online world where 
viewers can attempt to beat the pro-
tagonists to the clues. “It becomes a 
big treasure hunt online,” Ferguson 
explained.
 According to Ferguson, his online 
world has gathered much attention 
in a short time. “We just launched 
a few weeks ago and we’re finding 
that people are really getting active. 
It’s hard not to seek this stuff out —
people are getting addicted to it, it’s 
kind of crazy.” A linear version of 
Guidestones will be released in sev-
eral months via iTunes and Hulu.
 “You can just watch the whole 
thing from beginning to end if you 
want,” Ferguson explained. “We’re 
trying to meet the needs and appe-
tites of all the different viewerships 
out there.”
justin fauteux
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fEAtuRES EDitoR
Political comic gives insight 
into the ‘green revolution’
Interactive stimuli in real time
A new Beatle-mania
Web-series explores untraditional methods of fan involvement
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EVENT
MANAGEMENT
POSTGRADUATE CERTIFICATE
From trade shows to cultural festivals; 
from sporting events to fashion shows; 
from conferences and meetings to weddings: 
this program offers the unique skills you 
need to launch your career as a:
• Event Coordinator
• Marketing Assistant
• Special Events Organizer
• Promotion Coordinator
• Account Representative
• Trade Show Planner
• Conference Coordinator
• Corporate Meeting Planner
Master of Management
& Professional AccountingMMPA
• Designed primarily for non-business undergraduates
• For careers in Management, Finance and Accounting
• Extremely high co-op and permanent placement
To learn more about the MMPA Program, attend our information session:
Wednesday, January 25, 2012 11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Room CC-001, Career Centre, Wilfrid Laurier University
www.utoronto.ca/mmpa
Monday & Wednesday- ALL Day 
Friday & Saturday Before 11pm
Thurday Before 11pm
Pabst Attack
 $4.50/tall can
$10 pitchers
Weekly Specials
/
         
       
   
Mon ay,Tuesday & Wednesday
Dirty Burgers Days
$2 burgers and Wings $5.50/lbs
i    
        . /
,    
$2 Buck Tuesdays
Biggie-up
Limit 1 per person. offer does not
Include applicable tax. Not valid 
if reproduced, sold or transfered
ANY DAY ANY TIME
A BURGER AND BEER
for $4 bucks!
add fries for $2
add wings for $2
Presnt this coupon 
at time of offering 
247 king st N
Waterloo Ont
(519) 954-3728
corner of King & University
Toora Loora Loora 
Two Toonies for a Tall Boy 
Shooter Specials all Day
Live Music All Afternoon With      
Open at 11am
Serving Take out Till 3:30am 
Chris “Buns” Gardner
@fratburgerboys 
for pics,and future events www.fratburger.ca/visit us at 
facebook/fratburger 
Check us out Sunday morning 
for your hangover breakfast burger
Pouring the best Guniness in town!
& adam buschlen
This year celebrate St Patrick’s Day 
at a REAL Irish Pub 
i     l     i ’  
        i    
170 University Ave.W.Waterloo   519-885-0892
www.mollyblooms.ca
and The Honey Badgerst h b  
Ben Kemple
Molly Bloom’s Irish Pub Waterloo @Mollyswaterloo
Authentically Irish 365 days of the year.
Live Entertainment by
Cel brate all that is green with 
Differ t Strokes & all your friends
Happy St. Patty’s Day
95 King St. N. Waterloo
www.different-strokes.ca
“Auth ntic High Performance Smokeware”
Advertising Manager
Angela Taylor
angela.taylor@wlusp.comClassifieds
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JOB NAME:  TS ‘12 YOUNG ADULT NEWSPAPER - ENGLISH
ART DIRECTOR      COPY WRITER      CREATIVE DIR.      PRINT PROD.      STUDIO MGR.      ACCT. MGMT.
DOCKET/AD#: 11-HRB-047-BW-SB-E-4   
DATE STARTED: Jan 11
ARTIST: CS
REV#: 0
LASER %:
DISKED:
LIVE AREA: – 
TYPE SAFETY: – 
TRIM: 8" X 10"
BLEED:  – 
BW
NEWSPAPERS:
VARSITY
MEDIUM
For just $29.95, walk in with your taxes, walk out with your refund. Instantly. 
You’ll also get a free SPC Card to save big at your favourite retailers.*
hrblock.ca | 800-HRBLOCK (472-5625)Follow us on Twitter and Facebook
$2995
$ave big*
© 2012 H&R Block Canada, Inc. *$29.95 valid for regular student tax preparation only. Cash Back service included. To qualify for student pricing, student must present either (i) a T2202a documenting 4 or 
more months of full-time attendance at a college or university during 2011 or (ii) a valid high school identification card. Expires July 31, 2012. Valid only at participating H&R Block locations in 
Canada. SPC Card offers valid from 08/01/11 to 07/31/12 at participating locations in Canada only. For Cardholder only. Offers may vary, restrictions may apply. Usage may be restricted when used in 
conjunction with any other offer or retailer loyalty card discounts. Cannot be used towards the purchase of gift cards or certificates. 
we make
taxes painle$$
 instant
cash back
& free SPC Card*
OR
Scan the QR Code
Serving Laurier at (North	eld & King)
Call 519-888-9749
 Student Housing
STUDENT HOUSING ON 
BRICKER AVE!!
Starting at $499/ month. Ful-
ly Furnished 4 bedroom suites. 
Groups of all numbers accept-
ed. Call 519-781-1000 to book a 
viewing!
Student Rental properties avail-
able for rent close to WLU. 
CLEAN, upgraded DETACHED 
houses, townhouses, apartments 
and true loft spaces rentals avail-
able on many nearby streets in-
cluding Ezra, Marshall, Hazel, and 
Lester. Rentals to suit all group
size from 1 to 13. Many start dates 
available. Please contact 
Hoffaco Property Management 
rent@hoffaco.com (preferred) or 
through phone 519-885-7910
DearLIFE
Dear Life is your opportunity to write a 
letter to your life, allowing you to vent 
your anger with life’s little frustrations in 
a completely public forum.  
 All submissions to Dear Life are anon-
ymous, should be no longer than 100 
words and must be addressed to your life. 
Submissions can be sent to dearlife@
thecord.ca no later than Monday at noon 
each week.
Dear Life,
I, like many other Laurier students, 
have been blessed with Fridays off 
yet I never seem to get any work 
done on Fridays.
Sincerely,
Procrastinators R Us
Dear Life, 
I know it’s near the end of the se-
mester and everyone is super 
stressed with finals, but seriously, 
can everyone try to wear a bit more 
than sweatpants all the time? What-
ever happened to jeans? Jeans are 
comfortable, practical, don’t take a 
lot of time to put on but look a mil-
lion times more appropriate for day-
light than sweatpants. 
Sincerely, 
Campus isn’t your living room
Dear Life, 
I’m tired. Starbucks needs to start 
up a delivery service. 
Sincerely, 
Need my eight cups a day
Dear Life,
Woooohooooo! Spring is here!
Sincerely, 
Wish I didn’t have to lose an hour of 
sleep for it
Dear Life,
People that have their lives figured 
out and career prospects but still 
can’t seem to spell above a fourth 
grade level really bother me. Many 
of these individuals still seem to be 
graduating with English degrees. 
Sinsurrleee,
The futur is illiterit
Dear Life,
Spring means bugs. I can’t decide 
whether I want to spray carcino-
gens everywhere and expect some 
health disasters later in life or accept 
the fact that ants might be on me .... 
RIGHT NOW. 
Sincerely,
Fuck it, they’ll have cured cancer by 
then
Dear Life,
Granted, Laurier students enjoy 
drinking. This does not mean you 
need to walk in the middle of King 
St. when it’s dark out. Wearing black 
clothing. 
Sincerely,
It’s going to be a major pain in the 
ass when I clip one of you with the 
car
Dear Life,
I got a new BlackBerry. 
Sincerely, 
What?
Dear Life,
I got a new BlackBerry. 
Sincerely, 
Whaaat?!?
Dear Life,
I got a new BlackBerry. 
Sincerely, 
Take the picture already
Dear Life,
Waterloo needs to have more food 
venues open after 2 a.m. I’m hungry 
and there’s no where to go. No, 7-11 
microwavable meals or taquitos 
don’t count. 
Sincerely, 
Trying to avoid the freshman 15
Follow us 
@cordarts
SUBLET ON BRICKER - 
AMAZING LOCATION!!
5 Bedroom house, all rooms 
available for sublet. May 1st- Aug 
31st 2012. $420 OBO/ per room. 
Washer/ dryer/ dishwasher/ & 
parking included. Mins. from up-
town Waterloo, city transit, & gro-
cery’s. Only steps from campus. 
Contact Alex at (519) 400-9214 if 
interested.
 Service
GAMBLERS ANONYMOUS
Losing your money?
Losing your mind?
Gamblers Anonymous 
Monday 7 pm in the Basement of 
St. Marks Church. 825 King st W. 
Kitchener. 
 Lost
MISSING VOICE RECORDER
White Sony voice recorder fell 
out of my bag somewhere in the 
Arts building. Tremendous profes-
sional value. Reward if returned.
 Other
Wanted: One VHS copy of the 
Land Before Time. Willing to 
trade one Stretch Armstrong and/
or a three-year-old box of Reese 
Pieces. 
thecord.ca
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Graduation: it seems so far away un-
til suddenly it isn’t. As this year’s batch 
of graduates near the end of the term, 
many are likely feeling apprehensive, ex-
cited, or perhaps terrified, and with good 
reason. Graduation is a life milestone 
that marks our real entry into adulthood 
— sweatpants are no longer acceptable 
clothing for weekdays, and yes, you do 
need to pay those loans back.
As I near graduation from my second 
degree, I too feel these pressures. But, 
lessons I learned from my first gradua-
tion have taught me that there is life af-
ter undergrad, and that, while there are 
many difficult choices to come, we can 
handle it.
Perhaps the most daunting problem 
graduates face is finding a job. Statistics 
Canada’s most recent study of university 
graduates indicates that more than 80 
per cent of college and university stu-
dents who graduated in 2005 and did 
not pursue further studies had found 
full-time employment by 2007. The sta-
tistics are in your favour – you will find 
a job. 
In 2010 I graduated from Queen’s 
University with an English degree. De-
spite having good work experience with 
well known companies, I didn’t get job 
interviews for the few jobs for which I 
applied. So, instead of persevering, I 
promptly wrote the GMAT and enrolled 
in Laurier’s MBA program. People are 
surprised when I say that it seemed like 
the easier choice at the time, but I was 
good at school; I knew how to do school. 
Applying for jobs and working? That 
was new and scary.
We are all aware that since 2007, 
when the Statistics Canada study was 
done, Canada has gone through a huge 
economic shift, and many companies 
have cut their graduate hiring programs 
back. 
Therefore, finding a job probably 
won’t be easy, and it likely won’t be fun 
either. If you are getting tired of writing 
countless cover letters, or feel terrified at 
the thought of approaching recruiters at 
those networking sessions you are sup-
posed to attend, don’t worry, you aren’t 
alone. My experience getting summer 
jobs in better economic times had not 
prepared me for the new reality in 2010.  
 I found that it wasn’t easy because I 
didn’t have the skills companies were 
seeking, and so I went back to school.  
Getting business education after my arts 
degree has undoubtedly created many 
new opportunities for me, and will also 
help me to be successful later in my 
career.
Moving away from university and 
friends is another difficult aspect of 
graduation. Friends you make in un-
dergrad will move, perhaps to places 
all over the world, and the distance will 
make it hard to stay in touch. It is im-
portant to make the time to catch up, 
however, because friendships don’t 
maintain themselves. 
Early in my fourth year of university, 
one of my housemates suggested that all 
of us fail one course so that we could re-
turn to university the next year and live 
together again. Unfortunately, all of us 
passed and were forced to move away 
that summer. Despite living on two dif-
ferent continents and in three different 
countries, we send each other regular 
messages and have managed to schedule 
the occasional Skype call. Sure, things 
have changed, but we can always call 
each other when we need a friend.
However, like those old “friends for-
ever” buddies from high school, you will 
lose touch with some friends. People 
change after university, and that person 
you admired for quoting Laura Mul-
vey now uploads their rendition of Lil’ 
Wayne songs to the Internet, and raves 
about the upcoming release of that mov-
ie series you can’t stand. It’s sad to see 
friendships fade, but you may realize 
after some time that you just don’t have 
much in common with some of those 
friends.
The most important thing I have 
learned since my first graduation, how-
ever, is that I really haven’t learned much 
at all. In university we surround our-
selves with people our own age, and we 
don’t notice how young we are. It seems 
natural to panic at the thought of not 
having a job three months after gradu-
ation, but just remember that you will 
probably work for 40 years — what’s the 
rush? Entering an MBA program where 
the majority of the students are older 
than me has taught me that it is never 
too late to go back and, if you make a 
mistake, you have time to fix it. 
My attempt to hide from adulthood 
by going back to school was not entirely 
successful. 
I have had to deal with many of the 
mature, life-directing decisions that we 
all eventually need to face and this has 
prepared me for graduation — the sec-
ond one. 
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It seems natural to 
panic at the thought of 
not having a job three 
months after graduation, 
but just remember that 
you will probably work 
for 40 years – what’s the 
rush?
The annual general meeting of the Laurier Students 
Public Interest Research Group (LSPIRG) culminated 
in the election of a new board of directors — over-
whelmingly made up of members of an organization 
that have opposed aspects of LSPIRG’s operations for a 
number of years on this campus. 
 As a campus organization funded by students at a 
rate of about $20 per year, per student, and with an 
opt-out arrangement, LSPIRG’s operations should be 
the interest of each student, especially those who cur-
rently take no steps to understand what their money 
is going toward or have no idea what LSPIRG is at all. 
Suggestions that the funds allocated to the organiza-
tion in years past were not properly or prudently uti-
lized also makes clear that more accountability and 
general interest from students is crucial for its contin-
ued operation. 
 While LSPIRG has a stated mandate of nonpartisan-
ship, inevitably issues will arise when funds from stu-
dents as a whole end up in the hands of working groups 
on one side of the political spectrum or another and 
there is a perception of imbalance. 
 With this radical shakeup on the board of directors, 
it remains to be seen what will become of LSPIRG. 
Those involved with the new board of directors main-
tain that the organization will not be ‘burned to the 
ground,’ but some form of ideological shift seems in-
evitable given the background of most of the board. 
 To those that have some loose perception of LSPIRG, 
regardless of the stated intent, it has seemed linked to 
issues of dissent and other traditionally left-leaning 
pursuits and ideas. While it is important that this re-
source be available to all students and utilized properly 
and equitably, this development seems endemic of a 
larger trend away from activism and opposition that 
Laurier’s campus and students were once known for 
and toward a more conservative state of affairs. 
 It is up to the Laurier students who have either 
blindly or actively supported LSPIRG in recent years 
to dictate whether this aligns with their own views and 
how they would like to see the organization proceed – 
regardless of the outcome a new board will have. 
–The Cord Editorial Board
Last Friday at the Turret, Charity Ball hosted the semi-
formal event “A Candy Coated Extravaganza” with 
proceeds going toward the Grand River Hospital Chil-
dren’s Ward. Originally the event would be hosted at 
Bingemans but by switching to an on campus location 
Charity Ball cut down on costs for transportation and 
the venue itself.
 With 247 attendees the event was a successful pro-
gression in the organization’s attempts to channel 
more of its revenue towards charity. Although some 
complained that the Bingemans venue was preferable, 
aesthetically or for other reasons, club president Amy 
Hollinsworth commented on how people would enjoy 
the Turret for its close proximity to their homes.
 According to preliminary numbers, the total revenue 
was $6,819 with nearly half of that coming from just the 
silent auction. Charity Ball was also able to help raise 
$4,500 from other events before the semi-formal, such 
as Hair for Hope and Dirty Bingo. The less Charity Ball 
needs to pay in operating costs, the more opportunity it 
has to channel resources directly to the cause.
 While criticism could be raised that the Charity 
Ball is no longer the same “event” as it is no longer at 
Bingemans, should we care? If we have genuine in-
terest in the cause then we ought to support Char-
ity Ball in the decisions it makes to improve it. Or 
maybe we just want to balance our own desires for a 
good time with a way to alleviate some of the guilt of 
self-indulgence?
 If this is the case then it would make sense why 
some complain about the new location at the Turret. 
By making the event more about the cause, Charity Ball 
must compromise some of the resources it could use 
on the semi-formal itself. 
 We want to see social change and we don’t want to 
suffer too much for it, but is it fair for us to expect this 
to always be possible? Charity Ball is moving in the 
right direction by prioritizing the cause above its own 
interests. This brings us to question what the cause 
means to us, and whether or not we can do the same.
–The Cord Editorial Board
Pay attention to PirG now
Charity Ball improving
“University students borrowing 
their way into unemployment” — 
such was the title of a recent National 
Post article. After reading it, I was 
not at all shocked to find that it var-
ied very slightly from the current 
mindset regarding university.  You 
would be pleased to know that, over 
the course of this article and others 
like it, you have been called “know-
it-alls,” “entitled fools” and “over-
coddled” simply for choosing to at-
tend this institution. 
Although, as is typical, the arts 
degree drew the brunt of the criti-
cism, many of the traditionally hal-
lowed degrees of business, health 
sciences and engineering were also 
often placed in front of the firing 
squad.  
As a student, the typical reac-
tion is fierce protectionism. “Those 
people don’t know anything,” we 
reassure ourselves. Yet, in the deep-
est corner of our heart, the niggling 
doubt continues. What if they are 
right? It’s almost too horrible to 
imagine. 
We would easily be labelled as 
some of society’s biggest fools, 
throwing all our money into some-
thing with no tangible returns. 
Perhaps the scariest thing of all is 
that they are right. I think all of us 
realize that having a university de-
gree is not what it meant 20 years 
ago. 
If you want to feel the gravity of 
this situation in a personal way, 
conduct the following experiment. 
Go on the Ontario universities 
website and type in your program. 
Count how many schools offer this 
program. Multiply that number by 
one and a half times the number 
of students in your program year 
(Factoring in that WLU is a smaller 
university). 
This will give you a rough esti-
mate of how many people you will 
be competing against when you 
graduate. 
What does this mean for the av-
erage university student? It most 
certainly does not mean that you 
should drop out of university today 
in exchange for a college program. 
It does, however, mean that anyone 
who is questioning the validity of 
their program should give this seri-
ous consideration. 
After reading several more 
doomsday-esque articles with their 
accompanying comments sections, 
and speaking with people involved 
in hiring across various fields, the 
following four “helpful hints” began 
to appear. 
First: Set a goal. Even if you do 
not know exactly what career you 
wish to have, picking a general end 
goal seems to be an incredibly im-
portant key to success. After all, it is 
difficult to pick out the relevant as-
pects of your course material if you 
do not know the end goal. 
Second: Make your education real 
to you. In a world of degrees, give 
yours a personal flair. Combine it 
with a minor or a second major that 
may not usually compliment your 
first major. 
Third: Build up connections. 
The old saying of “it’s not what you 
know, but who you know” has never 
been more true. Volunteering in the 
greater community and get involved 
with the plethora of clubs and ac-
tivities on campus not only puts you 
in contact with potential employers 
but can also give you a broader 
scope of available opportunities in 
your chosen field. Plus, both look 
great on a resumé. 
Fourth: Make your summer jobs 
count. Don’t shy away from entry-
level jobs simply because you as-
sume that they are “below you.” The 
largest allegation lodged at univer-
sity students is that they have no 
real-world experience. 
We all know how easily this can 
happen in the “university bubble,” 
but summer jobs can provide us 
with a practical way of keeping in 
touch with reality.  
What most of this debate boils 
down to is over the purpose of uni-
versity education: learning or a ca-
reer. Yet, I ask, must the two be mu-
tually exclusive? 
For as much as it would be foolish 
to ignore the fact that food, hydro 
bills and OSAP loans do have to be 
paid with real money, going through 
life with a career you despise is al-
most nearly as frightening. 
In closing, this article is by no 
means meant to be a road map to 
success, in university and beyond. 
It is merely the hypothesizing of a 
fellow student on what my degree 
means to me. 
Quite frankly I heartily regret the 
fact that I did not give this much 
consideration to what my degree 
means three years ago, when choos-
ing where I wanted my life to go. 
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Turn your diploma into a degree through Humber's pathways.
Apply for advanced standing by transferring your college credits
into almost all of our degree programs. Those who qualify will
also receive a one-time scholarship of $2,500, the only one 
of its kind in Canada.
BUSINESS
DEGREES
$2,500
PATHWAY
TURN YOUR DIPLOMA INTO A DEGREE.
FIND YOUR
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Thanks to the immense success of 
the Kony 2012 viral video, it is likely 
that you do not have to be told about 
who Joseph Kony is. In the span of 
just a few days, this documentary 
piece by the charitable organization 
Invisible Children has gone viral to 
an unprecedented extent. 
 The film has made us all aware 
that Joseph Kony is in fact one of the 
world’s worst war criminals, that we 
all demand he be brought to justice 
and that the Lord’s Resistance Army 
(LRA) should be no more. 
 These are all noble and moral 
pursuits that everyone aware of 
the Kony 2012 campaign can agree 
upon. However, several criticisms 
can be levied against both Invisible 
Children and the movement itself, in 
terms of its capacity for real success 
in achieving these goals. 
 A motto for the Kony 2012 cam-
paign has been recurrent online 
wherever discussions of this issue 
have taken place; supporters want 
to “make him famous.” It is clear 
that the main purpose of the Kony 
2012 campaign is to simply raise 
awareness of Kony’s various crimes 
against humanity, culminating in a 
massive demonstration to take place 
on Apr. 20. 
 One criticism raised against In-
visible Children is the fact that the 
majority of donations it receives 
are allocated to resources for “rais-
ing awareness” while only about 
30 per cent actually goes directly to 
Uganda. Although it is impossible to 
deny the success they have enjoyed 
most recently, this makes pouring 
more money into the cause appear 
redundant. 
 When awareness is the admit-
ted goal, and awareness has already 
been achieved, charitable donations 
will be wasted on posters when they 
could be spent on more practical 
resources that directly improve the 
situation in Africa.  
 One of the greatest reasons for 
caution in directly supporting In-
visible Children is their advocacy 
for direct military intervention in 
the capture of Joseph Kony. Many 
people are instantly skeptical of this 
option, especially when consider-
ing the track record of the United 
States military in foreign interven-
tions.   
 Perhaps the most troubling fac-
tor is the reality of the LRA’s use 
of child soldiers and the likelihood 
that many of these children could 
die. The dilemma that we are faced 
with is the fact that Invisible Chil-
dren is likely correct in their reason-
ing; there is no other way to capture 
Kony. 
 Also, if we suppose that he will 
be captured soon, it is very likely 
that there are a host of opportunis-
tic warlords ready to take his place. 
We are faced with a situation that 
is staggering in its complexity, one 
that amounts to literally a century 
of commitment to improving the 
political and military infrastruc-
ture of numerous African nations so 
that even the possibility of warlords 
like Kony existing becomes a thing 
of the past. That worthy cause will 
not ultimately be accomplished by 
sharing a video to your friends on 
Facebook.
 My greatest worry with the Kony 
2012 phenomenon is that it might 
have the ability to allow for wide-
spread “slacktivism” on humanitar-
ian aid in general. The worst thing 
that could possibly result from our 
reliance on social media is that it 
might lull people into a false sense 
of accomplishment by doing noth-
ing more than raising awareness. 
 You can talk all you want about 
Kony, but this on its own does little 
to make a difference in the lives of 
the people directly impacted by this 
man’s cruelty. 
 The Kony 2012 video has inspired 
a new generation to become more 
vocal about issues, but this passion 
should not be allowed to stagnate 
into apathy when the final demon-
stration ends.
 Perhaps the most positive thing to 
be said for the Kony 2012 phenom-
enon is that it serves as a testament 
to the effectiveness of social media. 
The level of awareness that we now 
enjoy has made it morally indefensi-
ble for any of us to remain apathetic 
to the suffering of innocent human 
beings. 
 If you truly care about making 
a tangible difference towards this 
end, then make an educated deci-
sion rather than an emotional one. 
Let this not just be the year where a 
lot of people talked about Kony 2012 
for a few weeks until they once again 
became bored or apathetic towards 
it all. 
 Instead we should strive to truly 
make an example of this generation; 
to let this era become known and 
honoured by future generations as 
a time when human solidarity and 
compassion truly began to prevail in 
the world. 
james formosa 
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KOnY 2012 gives a false sense of accomplishment
When awareness is 
the admitted goal, and 
awareness has already 
been achieved, chari-
table donations will be 
wasted on posters when 
they could be spent on 
more practical resources 
that directly improve the 
situation in Africa.  
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Is university still a relevant experience?
This time of year I hear an extraor-
dinary amount of discussion about 
getting drunk on St. Patrick’s Day 
— not exactly an appropriate way to 
celebrate a saint’s feast.
The best way to characterize this 
cultural response to St. Patrick’s 
feast is as signifying a return to pa-
ganism — a new paganism threat-
ening Western civilization.
When I speak of paganism I do 
not necessarily mean polytheism, 
which is the worship of many gods.
Though I am tempted to define 
paganism, like Hilaire Belloc, as “an 
absence of the Christian revelation,” 
a more complete description is of-
fered by Richard M. Weaver. Weaver 
saw paganism as revelling in sin 
and, like Belloc, ignoring transcen-
dent truths and eternity in favour of 
superficiality and concern only with 
the here-and-now.
It is easy to see how the student 
culture’s treatment of St. Patrick’s 
Day is pagan.
The culture is certainly not Chris-
tian, for commemorating a saint by 
getting drunk is contrary to Chris-
tian morals. It reflects more the 
veneration of Dionysus by the an-
cient Greeks with their festivals of 
debauchery.
The culture revels in its sins 
(not merely enjoying them, but 
celebrating them) rather than seek-
ing virtue.
Before proceeding to explain the 
connection between this culture and 
the decline of western civilization, 
I clarify that I am not saying that 
people getting drunk on St. Patrick’s 
Day is the end of the West.
I am arguing that it reflects a pre-
vailing paganism that cannot sus-
tain a civilized society. The Diony-
sian celebration of St. Patrick’s Day 
is merely its high feast.
Paganism denies transcendental 
moral law in a way that is similar 
to ethical relativism, the belief that 
there are no universal or absolute 
moral truths; morality depends on 
the individual.
A public example of this rela-
tivism is when Liberal MP Justin 
Trudeau stood in the House of Com-
mons last year and denied that hon-
our killings are barbaric. He later 
retracted his comment but the ques-
tion remains as to whether Trudeau 
was being momentarily moronic, or 
if he is a relativist opposed to abso-
lute moral claims.
A 2008 study of American youth 
by sociologist Christian Smith 
found that many youth are relativ-
ists, thinking that the individual de-
termines morality. Two-thirds of 
the subjects could not even name 
an actual moral dilemma they 
encountered.
They disturbingly deny that there 
is a universal moral code for us all.
A universal moral code, Edmund 
Burke believed, preserves order in 
society, since it prescribes duties 
that individuals have toward one 
another.
Without it, as Weaver diagnosed, 
the West has become egoistic — in-
dividuals are concerned with their 
own enjoyment, without any abso-
lute obligation to anyone. The sense 
of entitlement inherent to egoism 
has become apparent in the U.S., 
where Georgetown law student 
Sandra Fluke testified to a Congres-
sional committee that she wants 
Georgetown to comply with univer-
sal health care and buy contracep-
tion for students.
I believe this sense of having a 
right to contraception at the expense 
of others is not founded on reason, 
but an idea that we are entitled to 
enjoy ourselves always, regardless 
of others.
The St. Patrick’s Day phenom-
enon is similar — people want to get 
drunk regardless of any classes they 
have (in past years, it has fallen on 
weekdays). There is no sense of re-
sponsibility or moderation — just a 
self-centred pagan festival. 
This egoistic hedonism has plant-
ed itself deeply into Western culture, 
as shown by low fertility rates. Each 
married couple must bear at least 
two children for self-sustained pop-
ulation growth. Western societies 
that have embraced contraception 
and abortion, viewing sex as some-
thing for individual pleasure rath-
er than procreation, have greatly 
diminished fertility rates.
To save society from eco-
nomic collapse (which is to be 
expected, since a smaller popu-
lation will be supporting a larg-
er older one), western nations 
must have more babies or stop 
caring for the elderly .
The second option is too 
cruel, meaning that we 
must have more babies, 
but to do that, the cul-
ture must abandon the 
individualistic hedo-
nism that shows its 
face on St. Patrick’s 
Day.
In his critique of 
liberal modernity, 
After Virtue, Alasdair 
MacIntyre proposes 
that we need a new St. 
Benedict to reconstruct 
ethics.
Since St. Patrick 
brought the Gospel 
to pagans, I think we 
could use another St. 
Patrick as well.
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It’s a St. Patrick’s Day Miracle.
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It’s been a good year for Laurier’s 
hometown freshman females.
 After Waterloo’s Emily Brown 
was named the women’s soccer On-
tario University Athletics’ (OUA) 
West Rookie of the Year in late 2011, 
Shelby Kurt has garnered the same 
distinction, though more for her 
work with a basketball.
 Kurt was named the league’s 
top freshman in late February, and 
the Waterloo Collegiate graduate 
was one of only two non-Windsor 
team members to collect any OUA 
hardware.
 The Windsor Lancers made it to 
the OUA fi nals but lost to Ottawa. 
The Lancers boast four players over 
six-foot-three and Kurt is the lone 
Hawk who can break the six-foot 
barrier, standing at six-foot-one.
 “I guess, I just naturally have a 
talent, being taller than most other 
girls, especially when I’m play-
ing three (small forward) because 
other than Windsor, I’m probably 
the biggest three out there,” said the 
fi rst-year.
 Kurt has been the cornerstone of 
a new generation of Golden Hawks 
who hope to return to national 
prominence after last year’s power-
house, consisting of fi fth-years Re-
nata Adamczyk, Megan Grant and 
Mallory Kohlmeier, drove the team 
to a fi fth-place fi nish in Canada.
 The post has already been steer-
ing the ship in her premier year.  
 Kurt gathered 233 points com-
ing off the bench this year and she 
scored a team-high 20 points in the 
squad’s 75-73 overtime fi rst-round 
victory over Guelph.
 She followed that up with an 
11-point effort versus the Brock 
Badgers in the Hawks’ playoff defeat 
in the OUA quarterfi nals.
 And Kurt dominates inside the 
paint.
 “Most of the time, I have a smaller 
guard on me because I’m stronger 
and quicker than some,” said the 
team’s leading free-throw shooter. 
“So if there’s a smaller person on 
me, I can usually cut around them 
pretty easily.”
 The Waterloo native had been 
playing guard her whole life, and 
with new recruit Whitney Ellenor 
coming in, it may be a possibility for 
next year, although coach Paul Falco 
has yet to play his hand in terms of 
positions.
 Kurt says the transition between 
high school ball and Laurier couldn’t 
have been easier, thanks to some co-
lourful characters.
 “We have a great bunch of girls,” 
said Kurt. “I like [graduated] Chris-
ta [Mancino] . She’s a lot of fun to 
play with. And Doreen [Bonsu], she 
brings so much energy to the team; 
same with Kim [Yeldon].” 
 But it’s tough picking someone 
she thought complements her well.
 “Pretty much all the girls are fun 
to play with.”
 With Kurt leading the team into 
next year, the state of Laurier wom-
en’s basketball is one of the brighter 
ones for 2012-13.
 “We’ve got a lot of girls back so 
that’ll be good. We’ve already played 
one year with each other [so the 
learning curve won’t be as tough],” 
said the psychology major.
 Mancino is the only graduate, 
with Amber Hillis having the option 
to move on, being in fourth year.
 Returning to the Hawks next sea-
son are Yeldon, Bonsu, Bree Chaput, 
Laura Doyle, Alena Luciani, Feli-
cia Mazerolle and fellow fi rst-years 
Courtney Bruce, Samantha Jacobs, 
Natalie Taylor and Natasha Valconi. 
 Kurt was named Laurier’s Player 
of the Week on Monday, January 9 
and hit career highs on December 3 
when she put up 22 points against 
Carleton.
 Her highest rebound total during 
the regular season came on Novem-
ber 25, 2011 when she collected 11 
against Laurentian University. 
“At points of the season I think we 
struggled because we weren’t as ex-
perienced,” said Kurt. 
 “We’re pretty successful for a 
young team.”
Anticipation ran high through the 
veins of the dancers donning the 
purple and gold on Saturday. 
 The Wilfrid Laurier University 
competitive dance team kicked off 
their competition season at the 
Terpsichore Dance Celebration’s 
University Dance Challenge in 
Guelph.
Competing against 20 other 
adult-level teams, mostly hailing 
from Ontario colleges and universi-
ties, Laurier entered ten numbers 
under the direction of co-captains 
Alessandra Santaguida and Cath-
erine Fitzsimmons.
Unlike most teams at Laurier, the 
team is coached, organized and cho-
reographed entirely by students. 
 “We care about it so much,” 
Fitzsimmons told The Cord prior to 
the competition. “That’s your own 
work out there.”
Santaguida noted that students 
with no exposure to the world of 
dance may underestimate the hard 
work put into the competition sea-
son. “I think because [the general 
student body] doesn’t see our com-
petitions or performances they don’t 
realize how much we train. We train 
around eleven hours a week.”
Second-year student Mitch Dan-
iels, a hip-hop dancer, has found 
the environment refreshing. “When 
you dance in studios, you’re segre-
gated into different age groups,” he 
explained. “Being around people all 
my own age has been great.” 
But Daniels stated that though his 
peers are dancing, no one is afraid 
of being brutally honest. “We’re a 
strong team because we’ll tell some-
one if something’s not right.”
The team began their day with 
small open group “Elephants” cho-
reographed by fi rst-year communi-
cations student Tori Vercillo.
Vercillo had never choreographed 
such a mature piece before. “I’ve 
choreographed before, but it was 
mostly for fi ve-year-olds and little 
kids,” said Vercillo. 
 “Elephants,” a unique blend of 
modern and lyrical jazz, featured not 
only precise and powerful technique 
but a dramatic display of heart-
wrenching emotions. “Everyone’s 
a really strong dancer, and that’s 
great, but more importantly their 
emotions are really strong.”
While the dancers certainly deliv-
ered an emotive performance, they 
found themselves ousted in the cat-
egory by the University of Western 
Ontario’s Huron Heat team.
Though Huron Heat tended to 
dominate in many categories, Lau-
rier’s dancers earned an impressive 
seven “outstanding” awards (the 
highest honour) and three “supe-
rior” awards (the second-highest 
honour), as well as a choreography 
award and three special awards. 
 The team garnered many fi rst and 
second-place fi nishes for their cate-
gories, but the true glory came at the 
end of the night when Laurier swept 
the overall awards.
The hip-hop and lyrical groups 
took third and fourth place respec-
tively, the lyrical and jazz groups 
placed third and fourth and the 
team’s open line placed third overall. 
 Though it looked as if Laurier had 
zero fi rst-place wins, the judges re-
vealed at the end of the night that 
Laurier’s team had the highest aver-
age score with a staggering 94.34 (a 
mark in the “outstanding” range), 
making Laurier the strongest overall 
dance troupe.
A low point in the day was the 
small acrobatics group’s perfor-
mance. Several dancers noted need-
ing more stamina throughout the 
day and vowing to improve that for 
the next competition. “We got way 
too excited and freaked out a little,” 
Fitzsimmons noted.
One of Laurier’s strongest assets 
was the musicality of all the danc-
ers. While many other teams resort-
ed to laboured fouette sequences, 
Laurier instead used their precision 
and strength to create dynamic and 
unpredictable sequences.
This year also marks the fi rst time 
a male jazz and lyrical dancer was 
part of the team. First-year Brian 
Reitzel’s strength was put to excel-
lent use in every number, a strategy 
that worked in Laurier’s favour.
Fitzsimmons and Santaguida at-
tributed their success to the group’s 
strength of character. “Yes, we have 
a lot of really well-trained technical 
dancers,” Santaguida said, “But this 
group offers much more than that.”
Fitzsimmons echoed Santagui-
da, adding, “We have a ‘no drama’ 
policy, and we actually have an in-
terview component as part of au-
ditions.” Both captains felt that the 
supportive, family-like atmosphere 
helped the team to succeed.
The team will be attending two 
competitions in Brantford later in 
March and will be showcasing their 
work to the public on March 18 at 
the Laurier Athletics Complex.
Laurier dancers 
show well in Guelph
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Women’s basketball’s Shelby 
Kurt brings home the hardware
KEVIN CAMPBELL
SPORTS EDITOR
Shelby Kurt won the OUA West’s rookie of the year in February.
ROSALIE EID PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
 20   •   SPORTS   THE CORD   •  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2012
It was a team they were chomping 
at the bit to play, but a game they 
wanted nothing to do with.
 And it all equated to the fi nest 
display of moxie that the Wilfrid 
Laurier Golden Hawks could mus-
ter. Though, the end result was trag-
ically the same as last year’s. 
 A fourth-place fi nish in the 
bronze-medal game against Mc-
Gill at the Canadian Interuniver-
sity Sport (CIS) women’s hockey 
championships concluded one of 
the most dominant seasons Lau-
rier’s women on ice have ever 
experienced.
 The No. 2 McGill Martlets were 
simply too strong, too skilled and 
too suffocating; vanquishing the 
Hawks 4-0 en route to their seventh 
straight medal at the tournament.
 Every time Laurier and McGill 
have tangoed, and it hasn’t been of-
ten; the feistiness comes out in the 
usually machine-like disciplined 
Hawks.
 “Every time we face McGill, 
there’s this fi re in our stomachs,” 
said graduating captain Abby Rains-
berry, who kept her emotions in 
check after the match. “I wouldn’t 
want to pick a better team to play 
than McGill in my last game.”
 “McGill’s always been a physi-
cal game,” said Maureen Mom-
mersteeg. “We kinda knew that was 
coming.”
 Laurier had diffi culty breaking 
through the Martlets’ fortress-like 
defense, one which held the Hawks 
to 22 shots, most of which were fi red 
from the perimeter.
 Martlets’ defenseman and Team 
Canada member Cathy Chartrand 
led the way for a McGill effort that 
featured virtually zero mistakes for 
the Waterloo team to capitalize on. 
 Any chances the Hawks could 
squeak out in the picture-perfect 
McGill lockdown were smothered 
by fellow Olympic veteran Charline 
Labonte.
 “We tried to get to the net as best 
we could. Our main goal was to 
get more shots but the defense was 
good,” said the third-year defense-
man Mommersteeg.
 Hawks’ head coach Rick Os-
borne would have liked to have seen 
more consistency in the calls by the 
offi cials.
 “I’m not criticizing the referees, it 
just seemed awfully odd that two of 
[McGill’s] players were constantly 
talking to them and it just seemed 
like 30 seconds later, we’d get some 
kind of penalty,” said the nine-year 
coaching veteran. “I did mention it 
to one of the supervisors between 
the second and third period.”
 This tournament’s refereeing has 
come under fi re before. 
 In last year’s competition, goals 
were taken away after participating 
teams scored. 
 This year featured calls that could 
have been made, were then left and 
the same plays would result in pen-
alties later.
 “It’s just frustrating,” said 
Osborne. 
 McGill was scoreless on fi ve pow-
er-play opportunities, while Laurier 
went 0-2. The Hawks fi nished with 
six power-plays in three games.
 Since their 5-4 shootout defeat to 
the Martlets in a 2011 holiday tour-
nament, the No. 1 ranked Hawks 
wanted a shot at redemption against 
a team which has captured three of 
the four past CIS titles entering the 
2012 tournament.
 But it may have been too much to 
ask of fi rst-year netminder, Erika 
Thunder.
 “We didn’t want to start the sea-
son with a rookie goaltender,” said 
Osborne. “She did an outstanding 
job all season long and she was part 
of a real good defensive effort by the 
team, and I think it caught up to us 
at nationals. It was a combination 
of [Thunder] coming off an injury as 
well as the pressures of nationals, so 
[it was a] learning experience for her 
and we hope to have a little bit more 
depth at that position next year.”
 Thunder showed fl ashes of bril-
liance as the tournament progressed 
including a terrifi c lateral glove save 
on a McGill odd-man rush and a 
splendid pad-save on a Martlets’ 
one-timer opportunity in the sec-
ond period. She fi nished with 22 
saves on 26 shots.
 Now the Hawks will groom their 
Winnipeg-native investment be-
tween the pipes and expect to wel-
come another experienced netmind-
er to complement Thunder. 
 “Erika will be part of a 
goaltending tandem [next year],” 
said Osborne after game two.
 The Calgary Dinos took home the 
organization’s fi rst-ever gold medal 
after their 5-1 thrashing of Montréal 
in the fi nal. Hayley Wickenheiser 
had two goals and two assists and 
was named player of the game for 
the Dinos. It was Montréal’s fi rst-
ever medal.
 The Hawks graduate Rainsberry, 
defenseman Alicia Martin and for-
ward Katherine Shirriff. They ex-
pect around six new recruits for 
September. 
 With a team like the women’s 
hockey Hawks; consistently the best 
on campus, Osborne doesn’t have to 
look far for leadership.
 “[Defenseman Fiona] Lester will 
be our captain,” said the coach. 
“[Fifth-year forward] Caitlin Muir-
head will have an “A” on her shirt, 
so those two are cut from the same 
mould as Rainsy, Shirriff and the 
[leaders] we have now.”
 And the team has an outside 
chance of “Rainsy” coming back.
 “We’ll see,” said the captain. “Ei-
ther way, the team’s going to be 
successful.”
Hawks fi nish fourth at CIS tourney
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Final Standings:
1) Calgary Dinos
2) Montréal Carabins
3) McGill Martlets
4) Laurier Golden Hawks
5) Alberta Pandas
6) UPEI Panthers
1) Hayley Wickenheiser (CGY) 3g - 2a - 5pts 
2) Josianne Legault (MON) 2-3-5      
3) Elana Lovell (CGY) 3-1-4 
4) Kim Deschenes (MON) 2-2-4    
5) Leslie Oles (McG) 3-0-3    
12) Jessie Hurrell (WLU) 2-0-2    
13) Katherine Shirri  (WLU) 2-0-2
19) Caitlin Muirhead (WLU) 1-1-2                        
Round Robin:
Montréal 6, Laurier 5
Laurier 3, UPEI 0
Bronze:
McGill 4, Laurier 0
Top Scorers:
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